


namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  
Srila Bir Krishna das Goswami, who is very dear to 
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances to my swan-like spiritual master,  

who is very dear to Srila Prabhupada because he is faithfully 
repeating his message with great purity and determination. 



nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine 
 

 
 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to  

Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 
 

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master,  
servant of Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly preaching the 
message of Lord Caitanya-deva and delivering the Western 
countries, which are filled with impersonalism and voidism. 



 
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya  
jnananjana-salakaya  

caksur unmilitam yena  
tasmai sri gurave namah 

 
 

I was born in the darkest ignorance, and my spiritual  
master opened my eyes with the torchlight of knowledge. 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto him.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



All glories to Their Lordships  

Sri Sri Radha Golokananda and Radha Kunjabihari  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dear Śrīla Prabhupāda, 
 
 Please accept my prostrated  
obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories  
to Your Divine Grace. 
 
 Recently I have been studying your 
poem “Vṛndāvana Bhajana.” This poem has 
been a great source of inspiration, as by 
reading it one can begin to understand your 
deep mood of service to guru and Gaurāṅga 
and your mood of detachment from this 
material world. 
 
 It was written right before you  took 
sannyāsa, when the material world  was 
exhibiting its cruel form to you. As you state, 
“Kṛṣṇa has shown me the naked  form of 
material nature.” You state that in spite your 
having many family members still around, 
they had abandoned you, seeing you as 
penniless. In your words, they were a 
“fruitless glory.” 
 
 In these beginning stanzas you show  
us the nature of material love. That is, 
material love is simply a business exchange. 
The way you state this enters directly into 
one’s heart and enables one to have that 
realization simply by hearing your words.  
You state, “All that is left of this family life  
is a list of names.” 
 
 Then you inform us of our real family in relationship to Kṛṣṇa. In other words, as you state, 
“All [are] your relatives, brother! All the billions of jīvas.” By hearing your words, we become free 
from the material “skin disease.” 
 
 You go on to destroy the illusion of impersonalism and voidism and then establish the topmost 
goal of realizing one’s eternal relationship with Kṛṣṇa in one of the five rasas. 
 
 Then you inform us of our responsibility to the conditioned jīvas— the responsibility of 
bringing them to Kṛṣṇa’s lotus feet. This service of bringing them to Kṛṣṇa’s lotus feet is the way to 
achieve pure devotional service ourselves and realize our eternal identities. We must preach to be 
successful. You inspire us to become like Arjuna, fighters for Kṛṣṇa on the battlefield of saṅkīrtana. 
  
 You invoke our compassion, telling us that the world is now full of Jagāis and Mādhāis. The 
kaniṣṭha-adhikārīs are not interested in saving the world. In the guise of bhajana “they simply hunt for 
chapatis and dāl.” We must rise to the madhyama-adhikārī platform. In this way the sleeping world can 
be awakened and “the sinful can all become devotees.”  



 

 

 Helping us understand the fallacies of sahajiyaism,  
you state, “One who has the material concept that the body  
is the self cannot relish spiritual mellows. . . . The prākṛta-
sahajiyās all commit adultery. Taking someone else’s wife, 
they go to relish ‘transcendental līlā.’ . . . [I]f [the  
conditioned soul] tries to imitate [Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa], taking 
on Their dress and characteristics, he becomes the plaything  
of Māyā. . . .” 
 
 Finally, you reveal to us that by the performance 
 of saṅkīrtana (sharing Kṛṣṇa consciousness with others) 
remembrance of Kṛṣṇa will automatically come and one’s 
identity will be spontaneously “manifested in the heart.” 
 
 By meditating on this poem (which I recommend  
every devotee read), I can see how faithfully you have  
taken the words and mission of your spiritual master as  
your life and soul. You are never separate from Śrīla 
Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura. I wish that my heart  
will manifest the same consciousness in my relationship 
with you. 
 
 I pray to you, Śrīla Prabhupāda, that I can eternally 
dedicate my existence to your mission. Please give me the 
intelligence to understand how to present Kṛṣṇa  
consciousness according to time, place, and circumstance. 
Please let me imbibe your mood of compassion and  
dedication to the spiritual master’s order. 
 
 
 
Your eternal servant, 
 
Bīr Krishna dās Goswami 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Vṛndāvana Bhajana 
 
Written by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabupada. 
Published in 1968 in Gauḍīya Patrika, the magazine of the Gauḍīya Vedānta Samiti. 
 
Verse 1. 
I am sitting alone in Vṛndāvana-dhāma 
In this mood I am getting many realizations. 
I have my wife, sons, daughters, grandsons, everything, 
But I have no money so they are a fruitless glory. 
Kṛṣṇa has shown me the naked form of material nature, 
By his strength it has all become tasteless to me today. 
yasyāham anugṛhṇāmi hariṣye tad-dhanaṁ śanaiḥ 
"I gradually take away all the wealth of those upon whom I am merciful." 
How was I able to understand this mercy of the All-merciful? 
 
Verse 2. 
Everyone has abandoned me, seeing me as penniless, 
Wife, relatives, friends, brothers, everyone. 
This is misery, but it gives me a laugh. I sit alone and laugh. 
In this māyā-saṁsāra, whom do I really love? 
Where have all my loving father and mother gone to now? 
And where are all my elders, who were my own folk? 
Who will give me news of them, tell me who? 
All that is left of this family life is a list of names. 
 
Verse 3. 
Like the froth on the sea water mixes again in the sea, 
Māyā's saṁsāra's play is just like that. 
No one is mother or father, or personal relative, 
Just like the sea-foam they remain but a short time, 
Just as the froth on sea water mixes again in the sea, 
The body made of five elements meets with destruction. 
How many bodies does the embodied soul take in this way; 
His relatives are all simply related to this temporal body. 
 
Verse 4. 
But everyone is your relative, brother? on the spiritual platform. 
This relationship is not tinged with the smell of māyā. 
The Supreme Lord is the soul of everyone, 
In relation to Him, everyone in the universe is the same. 
All your relatives, brother! All the billions of jīvas. 
When seen in relation to Kṛṣṇa they are all in harmony. 
Forgetting Kṛṣṇa, the jīva desires for sense gratification, 
And as a result he is firmly grasped by māyā. 
 



 

 

 
Verse 5. 
As a result of past activities he takes on different types of body. 
Absorbed in that dress he remains forgetful of Śrī Hari. 
Therefore māyā gives him so many kinds of miseries 
And although he bobs up and down in this ocean of misery, 
he still thinks that he is happy. 
Lying on a bed, suffering greatly, having been sick a long time 
"I am very well today," he says laughing. 
I get a laugh out of his "feeling very well" 
This is the way the soul conditioned by māyā feels "well" 
 
Verse 6. 
How many plans they have to remain "well" 
But time and time again nature destroys them. 
daivī hy eṣā guṇamayī that is the Supreme Lord's māyā. 
Try to understand exactly the meaning of their "feeling well"; 
No one is well in the whole world, but still they are saying 
In this way māyā cheats the conditioned soul. 
But, ignoring that he is being cheated, he remains absorbed in māyā; 
And although māyā kicks him, he will not give up his mistaken conception. 
 
Verse 7. 
Again and again making plans, and again and again they are destroyed. 
Sometimes he falls on the dry earth and sometimes in the mud. 
In this way the universe is filled with wandering jīva souls 
who finally by the grace of Guru and Kṛṣṇa get bhakti-the eternal wealth. 
Gaining that wealth if they can give up all other so-called wealth, 
Then very easily he crosses over the ocean of saṁsāra. 
There on the other side is unparalled spiritual variegatedness. 
There he enjoys in eternal happiness and peace. 
 
Verse 8. 
The mad say, "There everything is formless, 
Without special feature like a kind of nothing." 
He is actually the storehouse of spiritual tastes—raso vai saḥ 
The intelligent knowers of tastes serves him becoming his subordinate 
Śānta, dāsya, sakhya, vātsalya are those tastes and 
The best of all, mādhurya, is the essence of them all. 
But in the spiritual world all these tastes are relishable, 
Whereas the material tastes are just shadow reflections and are all contemptible. 
 
Verse 9. 
One who worships Kṛṣṇa is clever 
But one who worships māyā is a pauper. 
Becoming a pauper one engages in temporary pastimes 
Without knowledge of the true relationships of things he 
simply becomes bound up in māyā's knot. 
Arjuna and Duryodhana both fought in the same war, 
But Arjuna was the best devotee and Duryodhana died. 
on one battlefield both dear and detestable 
One who is intelligent will be able to understand. 
 



 

 

 
Verse 10. 
One who fights the war of life knowing his true relationship, 
He will remain alive while all others will perish. 
One who does not know his relationship, and takes up some other path, 
He will never attain love of god, and his whole life is useless. 
First understand properly your relationship with Kṛṣṇa 
And then keeping that relationship, go and fight with māyā. 
Other than this all the heroes of jñāna and karma 
Never attained liberation, they were all uncertain. 
 
Verse 11. 
In name only they were great sober and unaffected men, 
They were all unpeaceful. 
Desiring liberation, sense gratification or mystic powers, all had uncontrolled senses. 
The uncontrolled senses don't answer to the potency of yoga. 
How many yogis and munis there were, and always the senses remained independent. 
Without service of the master of the senses there can be no sense control. 
They all return to material activities after a short term of peace. 
By the process of yoga, no one ever attains sense control. 
This is explained extensively in the Vedas and Purāṇas. 
 
Verse 12. 
Viśvāmitra sat on the yogic āsana 
But he desired the pure beauty Śakuntalā. 
In this way the yogis fall down, what to speak of the jñānīs 
And the karmīs are all just asses, suffering in all respects. 
The one to whom Kṛṣṇa is merciful and gives His instruction, 
Becomes equally as fortunate as Arjuna. 
But one who fights for his own happiness' sake 
He, like Duryodhana, dies along with his family. 
 
Verse 13. 
One who always fights on behalf of Kṛṣṇa, 
Wealth, power, knowledge are all within his grasp. 
Understand properly the Gītā's message 
You will attain Kṛṣṇa's service and will worship Śrī Hari, 
The devotees are endowed with all qualities, 
So what are "non-violence" or "freedom from anger" to them? 
 
Verse 14. 
Śrī Hari teaches the living entities by means of his devotees, 
one such helper is Pārtha. 
Arjuna acted just like a conditioned soul 
Like one bewildered was the Pāṇḍava brother 
Violence to his relatives and then enjoyment of the Kingdom 
Could this be happiness? Arjuna showed lamentation. 
This though, was all dehātma-buddhiḥ identification with the body 
one who is a kṣatriya gives up such family affection on the battlefield. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Verse 15. 
Kṛṣṇa, seeing his illusion, chastised him 
Therefore Arjuna accepted the position of disciple 
Becoming a disciple he listened to the Bhagavad-gītā. 
All his ignorance dissipated as well as his material bondage. 
His material bondage was cut, but he was not dressed as a sannyāsī. 
The householders understand the Gītā's meaning this way. 
The perfection of mantras, kariṣye vacanaṁ tava 
Therefore the war that he fought brought him an increase in fame. 
 
Verse 16. 
The Vaiṣṇavas have no desire, they all chant japa on their beads. 
So what kind of Vaiṣṇava is this Arjuna in the middle of saṁsāra? 
The Vaiṣṇava freed from duality simply chants japa on his beads, 
So say those who are eating the mind's bananas. 
The Vaiṣṇava is without desire, and amicable by nature 
But he is not a forceless weakling as people foolishly think. 
In two great Indian wars, two great personalities; 
Leaders amongst the Vaiṣṇavas and were victorious. 
 
Verse 17. 
Because of desire for the satisfaction of his own senses he would not fight. 
But he is one who is known by everyone as a Vaiṣṇava. 
Those who do not see the real Vaiṣṇavas say that a Vaiṣṇava is inactive. 
But the Vaiṣṇava is always active in the service of the Lord. 
The lifeless kaniṣṭha-adhikārīs don't perform any service. 
For profit adoration and prestige they stay in their lonely place, 
Nityānanda prabhu, who is worshipable by the Vaiṣṇavas 
Suffered blows, but still distributed love of God one after the other. 
 
Verse 18. 
Gaura Hari came with the cakra in His hand and gave punishment, 
After that the Vaiṣṇava haters were subdued. 
The Lord sets example Himself to teach the jīvas 
So one who performs nirjana bhajana simply cheats himself. 
The world has now become full of Jagāis and Mādhāis 
The Nityānanda Vaṁśa has increased its following of disciples. 
But eating, sleeping, wearing the dress, but remaining unconcerned 
It is not proper for the Vaiṣṇavas to remain so uncompassionate. 
 
Verse 19. 
Śrīla Cakravartī Ṭhākura says in his Mādhurya Kaḍambinī 
Just see his conclusion and what is his judgment. 
Devotional service is causeless and self-manifesting 
But the Eternally Perfect Substance is always covered over. 
The madhyama-adhikārī therefore being compassionate 
Gives mercy to the innocent souls by awakening devotion in them. 
The Supreme Lord acts according to the will of the Vaiṣṇavas, 
Therefore by the mercy of the Vaiṣṇavas the bewildered can be awakened. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Verse 20. 
The Vaiṣṇavas can awaken the sleeping world 
By their mercy the sinful can all become devotees. 
Therefore they do not perform nirjana bhajana, 
That is the world cheating process of the kaniṣṭha-adhikārī 
All the big big famous vaishnavas were in assembly 
And Padri Saheb came in to meet them 
He asked some questions about Kṛṣṇa's līlā in Vṛndāvana 
But that association of venerable Vaiṣṇavas was not able to enlighten him as to the real truth. 
 
Verse 21. 
The kaniṣṭha-adhikārīs do not understand these scriptures 
In the false pride of being alone they simply hunt for chapatis and dal. 
Our spiritual master said these are all kaniṣṭha 
Now I can understand the truth of what he said. 
One well versed in the scripture and who has strong faith 
Is an uttama-adhikārī and can deliver the whole world. 
He is the deliverer of the most fallen and is famous through the world. 
Now, save this fallen one and thus become really famed. 
 
Verse 22. 
In the Kali-yuga the jīvas are all fallen and the lowest of mankind. 
Seeing they do not see the different activities 
The Supreme Lord Gaurasundara is the most magnanimous 
And His instructions are all full of nectar. 
One who has taken his birth in the land of Bharata 
Should engage in welfare activities according to His instructions. 
The Supreme Lord's līlā was to relish mellows in the nirajana 
But it is not the play of Vaiṣṇavas to imitate these activities. 
 
Verse 23. 
This transcendental service cannot actually be tasted by those who are not Vaiṣṇavas. 
In the material body one cannot relish this transcendental nectar. 
One who has the material concept that the body is his self 
Cannot relish spiritual mellows. 
But those who have conceptions of the Vaiṣṇavas in terms of birth etc. 
Are very bold when it comes to relishing the līlās of the Lord. 
Like the clerk in the post office, one caste goswami. 
The bābājīs all pay their obeisances to him a lot. 
 
Verse 24. 
The Gosāi Ṭhākura has false pride in his birth 
Which Nityānanda Prabhu cut into pieces. 
I see all these things going on in Vṛndāvana 
Therefore I can understand that there is some work to be done here 
The prākṛta-sahajiyās all commit adultery 
Taking someone else's wife they go to relish transcendental līlā. 
This is not Vṛndāvana as always think like this my dear mind 
Remember the Lotus feet of the six gosvāmīs. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Verse 25. 
The six gosvāmīs came and preached religious life 
They saved the process of devotional service on the order of Lord Caitanya. 
They are all eternally perfect associates of the Lord and always remember Rādhā and Kṛṣṇa 
Remembering them all the conditioned souls sins are cleared away 
But if he tries to imitate them taking on their dress and characteristics 
He becomes the plaything of māyā and does not cross over the material ocean 
Always preach! From jīva's door to door 
Your life will be successful as a result of your preaching. 
 
Verse 26. 
Śrī Dayitā dāsa prabhu gave this instruction 
"Chant Hare Kṛṣṇa loudly, this is my initiation: 
Kīrtana is not just drums and karatālas 
The sound of kīrtana is not this modern system 
Anything favourable for devotional service is all Mādhava 
And the only enjoyer of the three worlds is Yadava 
Māyā's pride and joy, the radio sound 
Destroy them all by forceful kīrtana. 
 
Verse 27. 
Māyā's is all these newspapers 
Preach that throughout the whole world. 
Sitting alone in your room shouting, you may increase your bile's secretion 
But in ten million births Śrī Hari won't be pleased. 
Śrī Hari is no one's father's property 
Come out of your cage, stop making objection 
Everything belongs to Śrī Hari and Śrī Hari belongs to everyone. 
Chant the Hare Kṛṣṇa mantra loudly 
By the performance of such saṅkīrtana there will come remembrance automatically 
Then there will be nirjana bhajana manifested in the heart spontaneously. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

God Sibling 
Offerings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
I read in Srimad Bhagavatam, Canto 12, Chapter 2 Verse 44: 
 

The Spiritual Master teaches one to relax one's strong grip on material illusion and leave 
the kingdom of Maya behind. 

 
You certainly do that quite expertly, but also you assist Srila Prabhupada in bringing the souls 
entrusted to you closer to Krsna by engaging us in practical devotional service. 
 
I highly suspect that you very sincerely pray to Srila Prabhupada to make you a good instrument of 
mercy in his perfect hands. That suspicion came about because I can appreciate that your sincere 
disciples are making tangible advancement...  and in this world, that is the most beautiful thing to see. 
 
Even the devotees who might not be so close to you are still being benefited by your well balanced way 
to practice Krsna consciousness and they seem to somewhat be inspired to follow your good example. 
 
I pray to be able to assist you in your service to Srila Prabhupada to encourage and support other 
devotees on their way back to Krsna's lotus feet. 
 
Your grateful servant,  
 
Sadhvi dasi  
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 



Dear Maharaja,  
 
Pranams, 
 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada & your devotional service. 
 
I am really pleased to have the opportunity to write you an appreciation for your appearance 
anniversary. Because you are a swami, your disciples & followers of Vedic culture consider your 
appearance anniversary to be non-different from the appearance of Srila Vyasadev, the author of Vedic 
knowledge in this yuga. This is so since your life is dedicated to the service of guru & Krsna.  
 
Like Vyasadev, you expound the Vedic understanding of life with a systematic logical presentation 
with no deviation from the philosophical principles he established. Your presentations are footnoted 
with references to Srila Vyasadeva's works & the literature composed by scholars true to Vyasa's 
philosophical views and religious worship. These bhakti yoga scholars have represented Vyasa through 
5,000 years of different generations and make up an unbroken chain of disciples and teachers 
originating from the Supreme Lord of all, Sri Krsna. 
 
The views of these scholars and Vyasadev are unlike the views held by scientific empiricist, 
impersonal thinkers, or yogis with mystic motives. The view of the bhakti yogis is all auspicious 
because it is concentrated on the true cause of all causes, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
Bhagavan Sri Krishna.  Of course this view is quite unacceptable to the investigators mentioned 
above.  Like Vyasa you lead people on the right path back home back to Godhead, as Srila Prabhupada 
use to say.  It is difficult and rare to have contact with true devotional scholars dedicated to the 
parampara system, (a line of teachers and disciples through time that adhere to the same philosophy 
and dharma taught by the Supreme source), stemming from the personality of Godhead and His literary 
incarnation, Veda Vyasa. You are such a character and we are so lucky to have your association.   
 
You were lucky to accept the lotus feet of your guru maharaja, ISKCON's Srila Prabhupada, as the all 
and all, and by doing so you became like him- dedicated to the order of Lord Krishna's parampara. 
Consequently, you have transcended the world of fruitive work and have established yourself on the 
platform of loving devotional service to the Personality of Godhead.  How fortunate you are is beyond 
the mundane viewpoint; and how lucky your disciples and followers are for they now have the 
opportunity to attain the same goal.   
 
May you always taste the bliss of pure bhakti yoga and continue to work for and establish the 
movement and organization of your guru maharaja, A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada, the 
Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, the Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, 
and tens and hundreds of temples and projects around the world.   
 
Your servant, 
 
Yogindra vandana das Adhikari 
TP ISKCON Mississippi 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Disciple and 
Well-wisher 

Offerings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



My dear Gurudeva! 
 
Please accept my humble respect! 
All glory to you and Srila Prabhupada! 
All glory to your appearance day! 
 
Before we go to serve at the altar of Radha-Syama, we take acman. We already physically cleansed, 
(bathed, put on tilak, and took clean clothes) and then still recite prayers which prepare us for the 
service at the mental level. One of those prayers says:  
 

I am by nature an eternal servant of Sri Krishna, but since I have a hostile attitude 
towards Him, since ancient times I've been wandering in this material existence. Now, 
by some unimaginable happiness, causeless mercy of my spiritual master, I know I'm a 
tiny part of Sri Krishna, which is entirely different from mental and material body, and I 
have the honor to serve my spiritual master, and following his footsteps we follow Sri -
Sri Radha Syama Sundara, Sri Govardhana Lala and Sri Gaura Nataraja's lotus feet. 

 
Whenever I say these prayers I remember you, as you are constantly giving me His causeless mercy, 
because I did not deserve to live in such a beautiful circumstance and serve Srila Prabhupada's mission.  
 
It is unimaginably beautiful and inspiring to live in a society of devotees and serve Sri Sri Radha-Syam. 
Your words, instructions, lessons, and memories of our conversations give me strength in difficult 
moments of life. I am very happy that I am your disciple. I always feel your careful guidance. When we 
meet, your questions are related to my service, accommodation, and health, worrying about me as one's 
real father. It really means a lot, because in the last 15 years I almost always lived alone and I was 
alone to take care of myself in all circumstances. Your protection is my refuge in which I can feel safe. 
I know that by you I will always be near Sri Krishna. 
 
I want to thank you for the services I can offer to you. In May when you were here at the farm, 
devotees who live here were very happy to see you. They hope that you will come again so they can 
hear your lessons and bhajans. 
 
I am eternally grateful that you guide me on my spiritual path. 
 
Your loyal servant, 
 
Alambika 
New Vraja Dhama 
Hungary 
 
 
 



 Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept our humble obeisance! 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
With a lot of passion and love from the heart we wish you HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
 
More joyful and happy than before initiation, we want to thank you for your grace and to have gotten 
the shelter of your lotus feet. Thanks to Your Holiness! Thanks to Krishna! Thanks to Srila Prabhupada! 
Thanks to all Vaishnavas! 
 
Your humble servants, 
 
Amala Bhakta 
Isana Thakura 
Metkovic, Croatia 
 
 



Dear Gurudev,  
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
 
The time has come again to formally thank you for everything that you are teaching me. Although I 
think about this more frequently than once a year, it is still nice to write it down.   
 
I do not know all the preachers in ISKCON, but of those that I do you are one of the rare who has great 
depth in understanding human nature and psychology. Your love of people and desire to help them 
remain in Krishna consciousness despite all their mistakes and shortcomings is extraordinary. I have 
honestly never met a more compassionate person. You do not give up on your disciples, you are always 
there for them either in person or with aid of modern technology. This accessibility makes it much  
easier for us disciples to contact you. This is very important, as we are far from ideal conditions of 
Vedic life where a disciple lived in guru's ashram and thus received knowledge and guru also 
monitored his/her progress.  
 
You have a very gentle and loving heart and rare empathy for people's pain. However, you do not stop 
at feeling; you are actively trying to change things which are causing people pain, whether on an 
individual level by giving education to everyone or fighting for proper understanding of shastra and 
Srila Prabhupada's desires in a spiritual institution. You champion such causes even knowing in 
advance that there would be criticism from those who have yet to deepen their understanding or cleanse 
their heart from unwanted things.  
 
To me that is courage and I admire you and thank you sincerely for that courage. Such fearlessness is 
inspiring and so rare that since this is Kali-yuga we only see it in movies. Thank you for making 
fantasies from celluloid tape a true reality. Now I have a real hero to look up to.  
 
Your devotion to Srila Prabhupada is exemplary. You dedicated your whole life to serving him. That is 
real love, not cheap sentiment. I hope to develop even a speck of such loyalty by your association.  
 
In serving devotees you have willingly accepted physical discomfort of constant traveling, change of 
time zones and climate, just to give them Krishna consciousness, love and guidance. Only a person of 
impeccably regulated life could do such a thing. Once again, your practical life confirms your 
qualification to be a spiritual master.  
 
As a sannyasi, you constantly observe the highest standards of a renunciate's behaviour without fail. 
You are never alone with women and yet give them proper spiritual advice and guidance, masterfully 
managing to balance sannyasa vows and service to female devotees. That is intelligence and your 
intelligence does not cease to impress me.  
 
You tirelessly educate yourself on methods of helping devotees and dovetail that in Krishna 
consciousness. The latest example is care for devotees. Although you are naturally caring, you have 
taken it upon yourself to learn more on the subject and more importantly convey it to devotees. Your 
spiritual and intellectual broadness is a shelter for all the suffering souls.  
 
Thank you for all of this: knowledge of human nature and psychology, accessibility, compassion, 
courage, selflessness, love and loyalty to Srila Prabhupada, exemplary sadhana and sannyasi behaviour, 
great intelligence, and constant serving.  



 
I now truly realize that verse from Caitanya Caritamrita Madhya Lila 19.151: 
 
Brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja. 
 

According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. 
Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going 
down into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living 
entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide 
spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual 
master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service. 

 
I am very fortunate to associate with such a bona fide spiritual master.  
 
Thank you again and again, 
 
Your servant, 
 
Amala Prema dd 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 
 
 













nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine 

 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te 

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
I offer my most humble obeisances unto you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
My dearest Gurudeva, 
 
I hope that your appearance day this year is wonderful and that you are healthy, happy and doing well. 
I am so very fortunate that you took birth and accepted me as your disciple. I am forever grateful. I do 
not deserve this blessing. Yet, for whatever reason, you have chosen to give me your mercy anyhow. 
Repeatedly, you have shown me what real love and concern looks like. You truly understand the 
meaning of the word compassion. 
 
Every year I struggle with what words I will use in your offering. I usually try my best to write a 
beautiful offering and to put my English/Language Arts skills to good use. This year I am going to go a 
different route. What is the use of flowery words telling you how much I love you if I never do 
anything practical? If I never do any actual service for you my love is useless. 
 
At this moment I am sitting at my computer watching you get ready to give the Sunday feast lecture. 
All I can think is, “I wish I was there. I should have been there to open the door and get the computer 
screen ready for you before you came in. I should have found your kartals and the remote to the air 
conditioner.” I hate to see you do such small things when I know if I had not been home sick I could 
have done them for you. That may seem like a silly thing to say, but all I want to do is be useful. You 
have given me so much the least I can do is move the computer screen for you. 
 
So, this year I am not going to waste pages writing poetic words explaining my devotion and love. I am 
going to make a vow to you. My making a vow may not seem like much, but I feel that is what I need 
to do. I vow to do my best to never disappoint you. I vow to always keep my vows. I vow to help you 
serve Srila Prabhupada. I know how much serving Srila Prabhupada means to you. You have set a 
perfect example of what a disciple should look like. You have taken his desires as your own desires. 
You have taken his instruction and built your life around them. New Goloka is a testament of that fact. 
I cannot say that I have done the same or even anything close to it. 
 
I vow to follow your instructions and to ask myself before every big decision, “What does Gurudeva 
want me to do?” With this vow I will not simply be following blindly and I will always remember that 
since I am in the material world, I have to be practical. I know that through your pure connection to 
Srila Prabhupada and Sri Krsna your instructions are bona fide and that you have my best interests in 
mind. 
 
I vow to work very hard to develop all good brahminical qualities and to use my talents to help you 
serve Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha Golokananda. Over the past year I have become very 
attached to Sri Sri Radha Golokananda. If you had never built this community and brought the Deities 



to North Carolina, my attachment would not be possible. I realize I am extremely far from reaching this 
goal. I am not a brahamana, but I vow that I will try to become like a brahamana. 
 
I am listening and watching you speak about Srila Prabhupada coming to America to bring us Krsna. I 
am again reminded that if I cannot do some useful service, my love is useless. If Srila Prabhupada had 
not acted on his spiritual master’s instructions and done something useful none of us would be part of 
ISKCON. My need to do something for you has developed a sense of urgency. While I type this I think, 
“Gurudeva would not like me doing two things at once. He would want me to focus on the lecture 
alone.” Please forgive me for my lack of focus. 
 
I vow that I will devote my work to you. I have accepted the responsibility of teaching and guiding 
around 120 young minds. I vow that while I am teaching these young souls I will do my best to 
influence them in such a way that they may one day become devotees. I will give them prasadam and 
attempt to sneak character building into my lessons so that they become better people. I will pray for 
them. I will donate and sponsor various things at the temple in their honor. I will love them and give 
them the most compassion and patience I am capable of giving them. 
 
I know that you want me to work at the temple school. I wish that were possible. Maybe one day in the 
future I will be able to do that. I want to do that service for you. At the same time, I feel that my 
teaching non-devotees that have no other access to Sri Krsna and have no other way to make any 
spiritual advancement is what I should be doing right now. Please allow me to develop relationships 
with and teach these lost souls as a service to you. Please allow me to continue giving to the temple 
using the money I receive from doing this job as a service as well. 
 
I vow to do whatever I can to please and serve you. I offer to you my mind, soul and entire being in 
service. These are not empty words and vows. I fully mean them and I intend to act on them. I realize 
that I have failed you before. I know that I have given you 10 years’ worth of flowery words that have 
amounted to nothing. I have been a useless disciple. I have written this offering with one goal in mind. 
As you have often told me, “Forget whatever has happened in the past. Move forward and focus on the 
future.” That is what I plan to do. 
 
You may not remember this, but once many years ago, you told me during a conversation during one of 
my early visits that I “would one day do great things for Krsna.” I, of course, did not believe you at the 
time, but I have always remembered that meeting and have tried to live up to those words. After many 
failures and many lessons, I believe I understand what you meant. I did not become a teacher by 
accident. My journey in life has led me here. I am finally living close to New Goloka and am employed 
in what is called a “noble” career in a good area and school. Although I do not feel very noble most of 
the time, I do feel that I am finally in a position to stand up and do something for you rather than just 
repeat all my empty promises. 
 
I realize my offering is turning into a novel at this point. I find this happens when I email you too. I 
have an ongoing conversation with you and Krsna going on in my mind constantly, so when I sit down 
to write to you all those words just sort of fall onto the page without my realizing that I have been 
typing for hours. Yet, somehow when I see you at the temple I am often nervous to talk to you for fear 
of bothering you or wasting your time. So, please forgive me for making you waste your time by 
reading my extremely long offering this year. Please forgive my nervousness as well. 
 
I will wrap up my offering with one more vow. I vow to do my very best to be the disciple you wish I 
were, that I wish I were. I vow to not waste any more time and to make my time on this earth count. I 
vow that I will do my best to make it back home so that you will not be required to come back to get 



me. I vow that I will live the rest of my life working very hard to never disappoint you again. I vow 
that I will be useful, in whatever way you wish me to be, in helping you serve Srila Prabhupada and Sri 
Sri Radha Golokananda. Ok, that was more like 5 vows, but I am done now….I think. 
 
Thank you for having such mercy on me. Thank you for your compassion, concern and love. I have 
never understood why you care so much about me and my well-being. I have never comprehended your 
faith in me. Several times devotees have pointed out to me that you have been extraordinarily kind to 
me. The amount of love you have shown for me baffles me. I am grateful for it nonetheless. I do not 
deserve to live here and to be part of the wonderful community you have built, but since I am here 
please allow me to be useful. 
 
On this, your 66th appearance day (I think that’s right), please allow me to offer all these pretty words 
and vows to you in return for all your mercy. Please allow me to serve you in whatever  way you deem 
appropriate. Please allow me to forever sit at your lotus feet and assist you in serving Srila Prabhupada 
and Sri Sri Radha Golokananda. I’m never really sure what I should write each year. I hope that this is 
an acceptable offering. 
 
Your eternal servant, 
 
Arcana dd 
New Goloka   
 
 



Hare Krishna Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
  
The world is a little more bright to have a personality like you serving the mission of Srila Prabhupada. 
Your down to earth application of the philosophy and your practical compassion for conditioned souls, 
whether struggling or thriving in taking shelter of Krishna, creates a connection point for many lost 
jivas to link up with the parampara and engage in genuine spiritual life. It is my great fortune to be one 
such jiva soul. 
  
It is always a pleasure to see how you relate to different people according to their level of 
consciousness. Such dealings are an exhibition of your flexible expression of compassion by dealing 
with people in a way they can relate to, but at the same time keeping Krishna in the centre and 
Prabhupada's mission the focus at all times. 
  
It means a lot to me to know that any time I need to or feel like I can write to you with my questions, 
doubts, concerns, or a status report of how I'm doing and be guaranteed a prompt, heart felt and 
validating response.  
  
The time that I spent with you in India recently was very encouraging. It was nice to witness your strict 
and regulated sadhana, and your dedication and commitment to service. In Mayapur you very 
determinedly attended hours of meetings, and amidst your busy schedule you made time to read to a 
vaishnavi on her departure from this material world. I take it as a great source of inspiration to see your 
rigid sense control. The tongue is stated to be the most obstinate sense to control. You, out of anyone I 
have ever heard of exhibit the most strict diet regulation and you do so in a most stable way.  
 
Of course you attribute your ability to observe such a vow to your desire to serve Srila Prabhupada, on 
the logic that "If I can control my eating habits, I can live long and healthy, and thus have time and 
energy to contribute to the mission of Srila Prabhupada as much as possible before leaving this current 
body." This sentiment is something many devotees have but what sets you apart from us is that you 
have very expertly translated that sentiment, that love and appreciation for what Srila Prabhupada has 
given us into significant actions in the service of Guru and Gauranga. And this is what makes you my 
hero.  
  
There is only one thing in this world that makes me cry and that is my love for Srila Prabhupada, but 
the real tragedy is my lack of remembrance of this love and my failure to channel it into significant 
exhibitions of sense control and disciplined service. But when I consider the ways in which you excel 
in this regard then I can take hope in considering that by taking shelter of the dust of your lotus feet 
then perhaps I can become blessed with intelligence and remembrance required to do so. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Your eternal servant, 
 
Arjuna das 
Auckland, New Zealand  
 



I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  
Srila Bir Krishna das Goswami, who is very dear to 
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
 
I am very grateful to Bir Krishna Das Goswami because without him I would not be here. Every day I 
am more happy being a devotee of Krishna and serving Krishna and Bir Krishna Goswami. And I hope 
Krishna will bless him as well. Because Bir Krishna Goswami is forever going around the world 
spreading the word about Krishna and how people can become devotees and serve Krishna. It was an 
honor to meet him here in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I hope Krishna will bless him. 
 
 
Your servant,  
 
Aroti devi dasi 
Milwaukee,Wisconsin 
 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine 

 
 
Dear Gurudeva, 
 
On this most auspicious day of your holy appearance, let me bow in the dust of your lotus feet to praise 
your inconceivable power and devotion. You merciful god of the fallen and the needy, I pray to you in 
my greatest humility to bless this low-life servant of yours, for I tried, and I failed; and I keep trying 
and I keep failing. I wish I could write you nice words, brave success stories of my great achievements, 
but I have got none. I am empty, burnt out, and getting every day closer to nothing. On this day, as 
always, my offering to you is begging for your mercy, clemency, and pity offering not too much in 
return, but the lot of the avadhuta. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Balarama Avadhuta das 
Miami, Florida 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you and Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Only your mercy, blessings and leadership can help me to approach Vrajadhama and Krishna one 
happy day. Alone I would not be able to cross all the challenges in this lost, materialistic world. It 
seems I am all the time on ocean waves but your strong hand always rescues me on towards the coast. 
Please stay always with me; don't forget this weak soul who is still selfish and satisfies only her own 
senses instead of Krishna's. So please be patient with me.  
 
I was a very happy person when you accepted me and became my siksa guru about ten years ago. 
Thank you for your merciful leadership, thank you for every word and knowledge that I have received 
from you. 
 
Happy birthday to you. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Bhavatarini devi dasi  
Virovitica, Croatia, Europe 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My dear Spiritual Master and Father,  
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!   
 
All glories to your divine appearance on this auspicious day.  I would like to thank you for tolerating 
my false ego and all my offenses to you.  It is not intentional, but unfortunately that is part of my 
nature.  I really don't think that I deserve your mercy.  I don't know anything about devotional service 
either.  What I do know and have faith in Lord Krishna of is that you and Srila Prabhupada will be with 
me to guide and protect me always. Of this I have no doubt. By striving to follow your instructions, it 
is my sincere hope and desire to remain steady in this spiritual path of devotional service. So please 
Gurudeva, I beg you for a drop of your mercy so I can remain loyal to your lotus feet life after life. 
 
Your aspiring servant & daughter, 
 
Caitanya dasi 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
All glories to our loving Giriraja Govardhana! 
 
I hope you are having a very happy appearance day. May you have many, many, many more! 
I’ve been appreciating lately your penchant for telling stories. Through the dramatic and humorous way 
you recount Krishna’s lilas, I keenly feel your affinity for them. And somewhere in my heart an 
attraction awakens. That attraction is slowly growing into a desire to someday be allowed to serve 
within those lilas.  
 
I was only twelve years old when our family moved to New Goloka. And for the first time in my life, 
Bhagavatam class commanded my full attention. Your classes had me riveted and always looking 
forward to more. Your candid, friendly, entertaining style of presenting the philosophy made it tangible, 
real and personal.  
 
And then there’s your personal example. If I ever have any doubts about the efficacy of this bhakti 
yoga path, I think of you. I think of how jolly you are. I think of how you are engaged in the bhakti 
process 24/7 with such steady determination and you are ever-increasingly blissful for it. 
  
Thank you Gurudeva, for teaching as you do. And thank you for living as you do. 
 
Please keep me under the shelter of your love so that I may hope to someday be just like you – 
absorbed in lila, absorbed in seva, always blissful. 
 
Forever your daughter, 
 
Campakalata devi dasi 
Hilo, Big Island, Hawaii 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my obeisances.  All glories to your faithful and inspiring service to His Divine Grace 
Srila Prabhupada! 
 
When I see your devotion to serving Srila Prabhupada I am inspired to serve you in the same 
way.  Please bless me to have the same determination to serve you that you have to serve Srila 
Prabhupada.  That is the greatest gift for me.  You are so kind and magnanimous to all who come in 
contact with you that everyone is attracted to you, even my son. 
 
Every day in Krishna consciousness is a new adventure and an opportunity to advance in devotional 
consciousness.  Right now, even though I am serving you in separation, I still feel connected to you 
through service.  I remember the way you laugh and handle problems with humor and wish that I could 
have the same quality.  You are an ideal leader and can solve the problems of the whole world if only 
those in power would listen to you and other advanced disciples of Srila Prabhupada. You are a ray of 
sunshine in this dark world. 
 
Please pray to Shri-Shri Radha-Golokananda to show Their mercy to me so I can become a fit disciple 
for such a wonderful spiritual master.  Now I understand the term "causeless mercy" when thinking of 
your mercy upon me even though I possess such bad qualities.   
 
I cannot wait to have your physical association again!  Hare Krishna! 
 
Cintamani dasi 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 



My dearest spiritual father, my dearest Gurudeva,  
 
Like every year, I think about what I should write to you, what will express all my humble and loving 
feelings to you! I tell you so often what I so much appreciate about you in my letters, and yes it 
expresses it all well; it is spontaneous and it flies out my hand and now, though I have the same 
thoughts and feelings I still have to think about it like every year. Isn't it curious?  
 
I know without your mercy and all your prayers I am nowhere. I love these moments when I have a 
problem or idea or a question or what else it may be and I look on your wall and I find your answer in 
your "thought of the day," or you give your class and I get my answer!!!! So it is often not needed that I 
write to you! It is a blind understanding and guiding without having to write or to talk to you directly... 
It is amazing!  
 
Sure you are always in my daily prayers to our dear Lord Krishna, that He may have a special view on 
you and your health; I am happy to know you are covered! I know how much maya this is... Hahaha... I 
know you are always protected and loved by the Lord, but how can I change this thinking when I think 
of your welfare? 
 
I know you are always present, even when I see you non-bodily before me, and like I told you before, 
you are guiding me always in such good and soft and gentle ways; even you teach and say how the 
things are. You are amazing and wonderful.  
 
So oft I think about how we all get our own and right guru direct from Lord Kirshna, someone so like 
our nature is and how we wish! So Krishna will never give a wrong guru! When one is not earnest and 
honest he will not get an earnest and honest guru; he can not say afterwards "I got the wrong guru!" 
Also when one has sincere, earnest and humble wishes about a guru, and has faith that he will guide the 
person over the dark ocean of unknowledgement, he will get a wonderful guru who is sincere, earnest 
and full of knowledge with a wonderful hand to guide his disciples in a wonderful way! A disciple and 
guru "should" be, if it is possible, in a similar mood; how often I think, yessss this is exactly what is 
right, my thoughts and my feelings, my way, whatever - I am as far as possible in your mood. 
Gurudeva (I hope I express it in a proper way, otherwise please forgive me!), I am sooo sooo sooo glad 
that my small person got such a wonderful, sincere, earnest, humorous and full of knowledge guru in 
your person. I am so rich, gifted with this present that you took me on as your disciple!!!! I was so 
happy to take the fire sacrifice so many years later due to the circumstances and I was so heartfelt by 
this ceremony that I could swear to you again and I would do it many times again and again....  
 
You are there, in whichever situation and you are full of understanding and knowledge and showing the 
right path in every case and you are always ready to pray for me /us!  
 
Thank you full-heartedly for your mercy of being my Gurudeva !!!! I send you all my best wishes and 
continued joy in your strong way in Krishna consciousness; may Krishna's sun shine always in your 
lovely merciful heart.... 
 
Hare Krishna.  
 
Your humble servant, 
 
Cit Shakti dasi 
Germany / France 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  All glories to Sri Sri Radha 
Golokananda. 
 
My Dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Another year has passed yet there are many things I want to be grateful for.  But for one thing I want 
you to know how much I am blessed to have you as my spiritual master.  I cannot imagine executing 
Krishna consciousness without your blessings and guidance.  Though I am distances apart from you 
and my beloved god-sisters and god-brothers, I try to make every effort to be as disciplined as I was 
when I was residing at New Goloka dham.  In the mornings I try to listen to you singing the mangala 
when you are at New Goloka or hear one of your lectures to ready myself for the day.  Gurudeva, 
please be my forever well-wisher. 
 
Your eternal servant, 
 
Citra devi dasi 
New York City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bir Krishna das Goswami with his mother and a devotee - 
Ratha Yatra 2015 - Washington Square Park, New York City 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
To My Dearest Spiritual Father, 
 
As I write this offering, I am overjoyed to have the opportunity to again share and celebrate your 
appearance day into this world. As with all things it is by Krishna's arrangement that He sends us the 
perfect teacher to guide us, protect us, to give us shelter, and to show by example how we should be 
focused on Krishna, remembering Him always, having good sadhana and doing our best in our daily 
service to Him. After all, you, my spiritual master, are a representative from God. 
 
As well as teaching us by example spiritual life, you also show us by example how very important it is 
that we take care of our own health and well-being by eating properly and encouraging us to exercise 
too. You do this not only because you love and care for us but you know these bodies we claim as our 
own ultimately belong to the Supreme Lord Krishna. Thanks for all your unconditional love, tolerance 
and understanding that you have given me over the years. Thanks for giving me shelter and providing 
me with a place I can call home. I pray that I can continue to serve you, our Lord, devotees and others 
for a long time. May Krishna always keep you in the best of health, safe and always in His service. 
With much love, I extend greetings... Happy Vyasa puja to you! 
 
Love, your eternal daughter & servant, 
 
Damodara Priya dd 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
 
Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept our obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
We wish you a happy birthay and a jolly celebration of your Vyasa puja day. 
 
Again and again we can just thank you so much because you accepted us as your disciples and gave to 
us initiation which is essential for seriously progressing in spiritual life. We can realize every day how 
our spiritual life is not the same after taking initiation from you than the time before that. Experience 
with japa is more strong, the purification process is more intense, and at the same time feeling spiritual 
bliss and spiritual energy during spiritual practices is also more intense. In one word, life after initiation 
is for us a completely new life and we are again and again grateful to you that you kindly gave to us 
such opportunity for a new and deeper life with much more meaning. 
 
We are very happy that we choose you to be our spiritual master. You teach us by your example. Your 
compassion and love for all living beings and also for all kinds of devotees is amazing to us. We can 
meet today all kinds of different devotees in ISKCON with completely different views and opinions. 
But you express a great compassion and real love to literally every single devotee, to your God-
brothers, to old ones, to young ones, completely ignoring all kind of differences which are there in all 
of them and this is really amazing to see. Only a person who has the most advanced spiritual vision like 
you have can act in such a very spiritually advanced way. We can learn this from you. 
 
We hope and wish to serve you the best we can sincerely through the whole of this lifetime in this 
wonderful mission given by Lord Caitanya and Srila Prabhupada. We also hope and wish to be there in 
the wonderful family together with you, Srila Prabhupada and Sri Sri Radha and Krishna in the 
spiritual world eternally after this lifetime. 
 
Your servants, 
 
Dharma das 
Mangala devi dasi 
Belgrade, Serbia  
 



Dear Gurudev,  
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.  
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!  
All glories to Your Divine Grace! 
  
It is stated in the Caitanya Caritamrita, Madhya Lila 19.151: 
  

brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva 
guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja 

  
According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. 
Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going 
down into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living 
entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide 
spiritual master by the grace of Krishna. By the mercy of both Krishna and the spiritual 
master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service. 

  
Dear Gurudev, I am very fortunate because, by the mercy of Krishna and Srila Prabhupada I have 
received the seed of the creeper of devotional service from you my dearest well-wisher.  
  
Thank you for always being with me, especially when I was weak and desperate. You put enormous 
trust in me on many occasions when I was fragile, although I did not deserve it at all. Thanks to your 
support and great care the past year of 2015 was much more pleasant and joyful in comparison to the 
previous one. As you told me, Krishna gave me a token reaction and I took it as my purification.  
  
Thank you for accepting Narayan as your spiritual son. He feels very much proud to be your disciple 
and often listens to your classes.  
  
Thank you for encouraging me to delegate my old services to other devotees and to devote myself only 
to the Devotee Care. The Devotee Care is a great privilege for me and a great responsibility too. I take 
it as a lifelong mission and I am convinced that by your mercy I will somehow be able to contribute to 
our devotee community becoming a devotee care environment.  
  
Thank you Gurudev. 
  
Your grateful servant,  
 
Dhira-prasanta das  
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 



Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
I am very happy that your another birthday is coming. Thank you very much for leading disciples all 
around the world. And I am also very sad that I am recently not writing to you. I will try to correct 
myself and to connect with you.  
 
All glories to you who constantly preaches the glories of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Dhirodatta das 
Belgrade, Serbia 
 
 



My dear spiritual father, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances on this special day of your Vyasa puja. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
All glories to you - Srila Prabhupada's gentleman disciple! 
 
Another year has passed and I am still full of material desires and struggling to chant my rounds daily. 
I have nothing to offer to you on this auspicious day. I can only beg for your mercy so that I could 
develop the taste for chanting the Holy Name and to reach the ultimate goal of life.  
 
I think a lot about your first encounter with the Holy Name and how eager you were to record it. You 
were very attracted to the mahamantra. When I think of my first hearing of Hare Krishna it was so 
different. Because my brother started to read Srila Prabhupada's books I also got in touch with the Hare 
Krishna movement. At first I was making fun of the devotees but Krishna was kind enough not to leave 
me. I even remember how I chanted Hare Krishna just to tease devotees. Luckily I was getting a lot of 
prasadam to purify my understanding.  
 
You have stressed the importance to expose my sons Narada and Nimai to transcendental sound 
vibration as much as possible. Singing Hare Krishna is the direct connection with the transcendental 
world.   
 
When Srila Sridhara Swami was still personally instructing me by mercilessly answering my monthly 
reports, he was very pleased when I told him I was able to receive your association. He told me that 
you are a real gentleman devotee. By the definition gentleman means honourable, chivalrous and noble. 
But no material description has any value if you are not a devotee of Krishna. With your example you 
are inspiring and mercifully guiding us. I pray that you will continue to bless us with your association 
and instructions so that we will be able to advance on our path of bhakti. 
 
Thank you very much for everything! 
 
Your insignificant servant of your servants, 
 
Gandharvika dasi 
Slovenia  
 



Our dear Srila Gurudeva. 
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All 
glories to you. 
 

Dear Gurudev. 
Another year has gone by, 

we are sitting on the temple bench, 
exposed to the soft cushioned wind 

and bright rays of the sun. 
Reminiscing on the days gone by, 

how the stream of your mercy  
would never go dry, 

despite our so many mistakes. 
 

Dear Gurudev. 
We are not qualified to even glorify you, 

we are not competent to worship you, 
we are most incompetent, 

thus how can we properly serve you? 
Your mercy and kindness are bewildering, 
when despite our so many shortcomings, 

you continue to shelter and guide, 
to tolerate our ignorance and pride. 

 
Dear Gurudev. 

Please don't ever give up on us, 
please do not ever forsake us, 
though we are incompetent, 

we hope and pray to realize some day 
that we are your eternal menial servants'  

servants. 
 
p.s. We are also praying to Krishna for your health and well being, so we may have the mercy of your 
association for many more years to come. 
 
Your aspiring eternal menial servants' servants,  
 
Giridhari das 
Tulasi Priya devi dasi 
Devavrata das 
Acintya Radhika devi dasi 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
I pay my humble respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet.  
All glories to Gurudev and Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Here is my humble greeting: 
 
Your generosity of helping many devotees is unlimited and I am one of them. I am always listening to 
your humorous vedic lectures. I can understand Srila Prabhupada is always blessing you; please share 
your blessings with us. May you live many, many years so the younger devotees also get the chance to 
follow your footpath in the future. 
 
gopi bhartur pada kamalayor dasa dasa dasaanudasah 
 
Your humble servant, 
 
Gokulananda das  
Sweden 
 
 



Hare Krishna dear Gurudev, 
Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance I would like to wish you a prosperous and long life as 
per your desire, so you can vigorously continue to preach the loving gospel of Sri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu.  
 
This year is ten years since I first met you, and back then, as I was searching for a spiritual master I 
was thinking that he is not the one... he looks strange, plays kartals strange and his Radha Madhava 
singing is definitely also strange. :-D. This could not be my spiritual master, childishly I thought, being 
attached to externals. Continuing to search and coming to know you better, mainly through your 
lectures Krishna blessed me with the vision that goes beyond externals and mercifully revealed that 
your divine personality is just the right one. 
 
One thing that struck me was that you are so simple and approachable. When you wanted to initiate me 
right at accepting me as a disciple I was surprised and thankful for your kindness and trust, and even 
though authorities said that I should wait, still that impression stayed that you recognized me as your 
disciple and that you immediately wanted to show me utmost kindness and trust. For that I'm feeling 
very thankful to this very day. 
 
As our relationship progressed you would always give me encouragement in every way I wanted to 
serve the Lord, having in mind my nature and proclivities. Once I wrote you an email with the question: 
"How I can serve you?", being ready for any kind of order because I thought that maybe I'm forcing my 
ways and you are just kindly accepting those so I can remain steady. And you gave me the most 
wonderful answer: "Be Krishna conscious." I can't tell you how much that answer made me happy. 
That was just the perfect thing... Yes, whatever you do, do it with the love for the Lord.  
 
Please, dear Gurudev, pray for us so we 
can follow you with great faith 
determination and clarity as you are 
doing it. 
 
Please bless us that we remain faithful to 
Srila Prabhupada's legacy, protecting it 
with our very being. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Gokulendra das 
Vrindavan 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept my humblest obeisances. All glories to your Srila Prabhupada! All glories to Your Divine 
Grace! 
  
As our spiritual family grows unlimitedly year after year, I’m constantly amazed at the ease and 
comfort you exude in dealing with all your children, brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, cousins, and 
especially our All-Father, Srila Prabhupada. You consistently set the perfect example of a dutiful son, 
and wear every hat you need to with perfect fit to execute your service of bringing more and more souls 
to Krishna, for Srila Prabhupada’s pleasure. It is evident that you are a fully surrendered disciple 
inasmuch as you effortlessly channel Srila Prabhupada and Krishna’s compassion by your words, 
actions, personal example, and revelations. You’ve shown us how to be a real person with individual 
thoughts, relationships, interactions, and so on. 
  
As we get older, it becomes sometimes easier, and sometimes harder to detect and root out our 
anarthas, but because you always remain steady in your service, sadhana, and chastity, we are able to 
remain focused on the real issue: ourselves. You’ve repeatedly pointed out that we need to perform our 
internal work of reconnecting with Krishna through our service and our prayers, and you not only tell 
us, you show us. 
  
Thank you, Srila Gurudeva, for being our ultra-bright light within the darkness of our own hearts. 
  
As always, we beg to remain... 
  
Your struggling servant, 
 
Gopal das 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
  
I have recently been meditating on the meaning of servant. There are a couple of descriptives that seem 
inextricable to the meaning of servant: Surrendered. Unflinching. Compassionate.  It seems the lens of 
such a servant is constantly tinged with the essence of Krishna, generated from a heart that is fearless, 
pure and peaceful. 
  
I am not in this place, but draw inspiration from so many servants that exhibit these qualities and 
behaviors. First and foremost is you, due to Krishna’s mercy and proximity (direct association). It is 
this lens of Krishna consciousness through which you always envision life, that one is able to see the 
actual consciousness of a servant. A real life example, which for me is an invaluable tool being less 
intelligent in nature. 
  
I wanted to share that even though I don’t always act on your words and example, I do hear. I do see. I 
am constantly working to instill each of these into the steps/building blocks of my future acts of 
devotional service. And in fact many of the seeds you have planted have come to bare spiritual fruit 
and realization. I feel more at peace and better able to act with my intelligence and as an observer 
versus a judge. The gift of Empathetic Communication and your willingness to engage me with this 
tool has been instrumental in my being able to become more compassionate, even with myself. I am 
coming to the place where I am saying more often than not, “give them the benefit of the doubt.” This 
is a very different place for me as previously it was always about defending myself. Also there was the 
reading material that you suggested that was able to change my mentality of seeing enemy images 
based on childhood experiences. Some would see these tools as material, but like anything used for the 
specific goal of making one more Krishna conscious, they have the ability to transform material 
circumstances so the heart can be better utilized in service. I am feeling more and more certain that 
Empathetic Communication is an avenue for bringing others to Krishna consciousness. I pray to be 
able to utilize this tool to open doors so that everyone can see in their heart the unlimited capacity and 
love that inherently belongs to them, ultimately through the chanting of the holy names. 
  
I am of course also inspired by Srila Prabhupada. Whenever I take shelter of his words and activities, 
realizations are certainly forthcoming. I am also extremely inspired by Queen Kunti devi, the Pandavas 
and Draupadi. Their struggles were so intense, yet they always had faith and turned to Krishna for their 
shelter. This spiritual antithesis to material shelter is extraordinary and sometimes bewildering to the 
mind and the heart. Yet so much fertile soil is created by taking shelter in this way, allowing bhakti to 
grow and deepen even in the middle of so much turmoil. 
  
I always desire to be closer to Krishna, to love Him whole-heartedly, and face the struggle of really 
letting go to allow that to happen. “Slow and steady wins the race.” So I’m sitting on the race track. 
Sometimes I’m so over it, tired, frustrated – albeit less angry over the years – and wonder when I’ll be 
able to untie those material laces that bind one to the modes and finally hang them up for good! Yet the 
determination is there to keep trying. And how is that?!!! I’ve never tried to go this long or hard to 
achieve anything in my life!!! Why? Because…I found a true friend. Who, due to a heart that is truly 
and fully compassionate offers a light that keeps my soul from darkness and fear. I have found 
someone who loves me as much as Krishna, who was loved as much by his spiritual master, who was 
loved by his spiritual master, and who is a servant, of a servant, of a servant.  
  
 



It actually becomes very easy (compared to any material endeavor) and much more rewarding, if you 
simply place your faith in the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master, which is not a blind act. Blind 
means no vision, no light. You have offered me unlimited love, knowledge and bliss. So even though I 
may be slow to pick up the gems scattered along your path that I’m following, I still see them and place 
them in my heart. 
  
I pray that I will be able to become the example that you are, that Srila Prabhupada lived. I pray to be 
able to fully live into that ideal so that I can in turn inspire others, so that no soul is left behind. Please 
bless me and empower me to become this example and with the most compassionate heart possible. 
This along with the courage to face my demons and gently put them to rest; appreciating the lessons 
they have offered. 
  
Your eternally aspiring servant and spiritual daughter, 
 
Gopi dasi 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
  
 
 



Dear Gurudev,  
  
Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
  
The past year has turned out to be the time of purification for me. I had a chance to meet you three 
times. And I got different instructions from you according to time, place and circumstance. The most 
remarkable event was in May in Finland right after your arrival. I got to bathe your right foot and put a 
new sock on it. Then I had my share of the foot bathing water. This is quite a rare opportunity to a 
person whose guru has many disciples. Fortunately in Finland we have so few of your male disciples so 
I got the wonderful of service of bathing your feet with my god-brother, Sri Govinda das. There are 
several verses in the shastra to indicate this. One of them is: 
  

naisam matis tavad urukramanghrim 
sparsaty anarthapagamo yad-arthah 

mahiyasam pada-rajo-bhisekam 
niskincananam na vrnita yavat 

 
  
"Unless they smear upon their bodies the dust of the lotus feet of a Vaisnava completely freed from 
material contamination, persons very much inclined toward materialistic life cannot be attached to the 
lotus feet of the Lord, who is glorified for His uncommon activities. Only by becoming 
Krsna conscious and taking shelter at the lotus feet of the Lord in this way can one be freed from 
material contamination." - SB 7.5.32 

 
  
In the purport Srila Prabhupada enthuses us to rise above bodily conceptions of life and temporary 
material designation. This seems to be an endless struggle for me, but since we have Srila Prabhupada's 
books and all auspicious devotee association, we can have higher realizations more easily. I was really 
amazed with one quote that I heard from you as a thought of the day, "Any conflict that you have with 
somebody is not actually between you and the other person, it's between you and Krishna." Any 
tribulation that I have to go through is only caused by me only. This really helps me think what Krishna 
is putting me through and therefore it's easier to accept it with a peaceful mind.  
  

 
tat te 'nu kampam su-samiksamano 
bhunjana evatma-krtam vipakam 

hrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas te 
jiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak 

  
 

"My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Your causeless mercy upon 
him, all the while patiently suffering the reactions of his past misdeeds and offering You 
respectful obeisances with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible for liberation, for 
it has become his rightful claim." - SB 10.14.8 

  
 
Krishna is the well-wisher of all living entities and you are His transparent media. Thank you for that. 
Furthermore, Srila Prabhupada mentions in the purport (SB 7.5.32) about the defect of material 
education, and how it takes a conditioned soul further away from Krishna. That reminded me of your 
contribution to help with children's education in Vrindavan by developing Sandipani Muni schools. 



You also encouraged the children to do something for Srila Prabhupada in turn. I'm very sure that 
Krishna and Srila Prabhupada are happy with your endeavor. We need proper education and especially 
practical application to develop realized knowledge. 
  
Dear Gurudev, please bless me that I may continue in my service to you and Srila Prabhupada for 
spreading Caitanya Mahaprabhu's sankirtan mission in an auspicious way all over the world. 
  
Your humble servant, 
 
Gopinath das 
Sridham Mayapur 
 
 
 



Hare Krishna Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisance, all glories to Srila Prabhuapada. 
 
It was very nice meeting you at Fruska Goranga a few months ago and taking part in your seminar. It 
always amazes me how loving you are to me and my family. The devotees at Fruska Goranga camp 
were telling me how much they are grateful to have you as their GBC and appreciate you visiting year 
after year to help them in their preaching efforts. Being from the Balkans myself I am very much aware 
of difficulties and challenges devotees face in that region. Your seminar about devotee care is a very 
important one and relevant to all of our communities small and large. I have learned a lot from it and 
will try to implement as much as possible in my own small circle of family and devotee friends.  
 
We returned back from Europe a couple weeks ago but the sweet memories of you and the wonderful 
devotees from the Balkans will remain in our hearts as an inspiration to further commit ourselves to the 
path of bhakti and unalloyed devotion to Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha Shyamasundar. 
 
You humble servants, 
 
Govinda das and family 
Alachua, Florida 
 
  
 



Dear Guru Maharaj! 
 
All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda! 
  
On this special day of your Vyāsa pūjā I want to congratulate and thank you for your selfless work and 
endeavor for the process and for us devotees. 
  
Thank you for all your blessings granted upon us all, and particularly for those granted upon me. 
Congratulations and thanksgivings from my heart. I pray to Kṛṣṇa for everything about you! 
  
Wishing that you be in good health, 
 
Your servant, 
 
Gītā devī dāsī 
Split, Croatia 
 
 



vanca-kalpa-tarubhyas ca krpa-sindhubhya eva ca 
patitanam pavanebhyo vaisnave bhyo namo namah 

 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine 
 

namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te 
su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 

 
Por favor acepte, mis más respetuosas reverencias a sus pies de loto. 
 
¡Todas las glorias a Srila Prabhupada! 
¡Todas las glorias a Mi Maestro Espiritual Bir Krishna das Goswami! 
 
En esta aparición, le ofrezco todas las flores tricolores, que caen del cielo, 
El arco iris que aparece en el firmamento. 
 
Le ofrezco, al Señor Surya que aparece cada mañana. 
Y la bella lluvia que fertiliza a la Madre Tierra Bhumi, con su traje verde y sus arómaticas olores. 
 
Le ofrezco, los sonidos maravillosos de las aves majetuosas y de todas entidades vivientes del bosque. 
 
¡Todas glorias, a Mi Maestro Espiritual Bir Krishna das Goswami! 
Por su aparición en este día. 
 
Su fiel sirviente, 
 
Hladini Sakti d.d. 
Ciudad de México D.f.   
 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glory to Srila Prabhupad! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity in order to express my sincere gratitude. Thank you for all your 
service, love, care, kindness, availability, attention, advice, council, instructions and everything you are 
doing day in, day out for me and all the other fallen souls. 
    
Meditating upon your appearance, I have realized to some extent that due to the influence of time we 
tend to take things for granted. I haven't yet comprehended how lucky I must be that Krishna somehow 
arranged that I meet you, my Spiritual Master, in this lifetime. And it's still beyond my grasp of 
understanding how by this arrangement you will guide me back to Krishna.  
 
In this mood I pray to you to fully understand the significance of the opportunity I have gotten in this 
very life and to devote myself fully to assist you in the mission of Srila Prabhupad.  
 
Your humble servant, 
 
Isvara Puri das 
Prelog, Croatia, EU 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Guru Maharaj, 
 
Happy Vyasa puja day. 
 
My humble obeisances at your lotus feet and guru pranam, on the auspicious day of your Vyasa puja. 
Your appearance day is transcendental and a blessing for all of us. 
 
You have given so much love and affection and guided ignorant and sinful jivas like me towards loving 
devotional service of Krishna. You have given guru kripa in the form of your personal association and 
beautiful Krishna katha. Your merciful darshan and good advice helps me to advance in Krishna 
consciousness.  
 
Your desire to spread the teaching of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and your faith and loving service for 
your own guru maharaj is exemplary and rarely achieved. Therefore I feel so fortunate to be in your 
association, a pure devotee of the Lord. I beg for your mercy, to always remain sincere to my vows, 
and be always protected from anarthas and aparadh. May I always remain a humble servant of yours 
life after life.  
 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  
All glories to Gurumaja. 
 
Your disciple, 
 
Isvarah das             
Sacramento, California, U.S.A   
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya 
jnananjana-salakaya 

caksur unmilitam yena 
tasmai sri gurave namah 

 
Another year has passed with your continual help and good advice. You have made decisions and 
policies that have allowed Krishna West to happen. For that I thank you very much. We have to see 
ourselves in history. What affect will our actions have in history? You decide preaching strategies on 
this basis, and for that I thank you, because it is my only satisfaction in this sea of hopelessness of 
trying to preach in the western world. You are consistently satisfying to my highest intelligence.  
 
I feel so far away from you and Srila Prabhupada. I know that where you both are, there is exhilarating 
success at preaching. The whole process of trying to preach is the process of trying to bring 
Prabhupada to that place. We can imagine success and dream about it but that is where Prabhupada is. I 
am directly accountable to Srila Prabhuada for my effort or lack thereof to preach because he is my 
Founder-Acharya. Thank you for your example of intense effort to preach under Srila Prabhupada's 
order. Without that I may think that lax is normal.  
 
Also thank you for your kind glance during the passing of my father. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Jagadguru das 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my obeisances. All glory to Srila Prabhupada. All glory to Sri Sri Radha Golokananda.  
 
Happy Vyasa puja day!  
 
It is the greatest honor to be a part of the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-Vaisnava Sampradaya. Thank you 
for accepting me and allowing me to be connected to such an exalted lineage. It is our mission in life to 
continue passing on the divine wisdom of Vaisnava Dharma. There is no greater privilege. What more 
can one say to someone who has given them everything. Thank you, thank you, thank you. I am forever 
grateful. 
 
Yours in the service of the Lord, 
 
Jahnavi dd 
High Falls, New York, USA 
 



Dear Guru Maharaja! 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada!  
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance I would like to express my gratitude for your guiding 
me on my path back to Godhead. You are doing this compassionately and patiently. It is a great 
privilege to have such a spiritual master. Let me try my best to become a worthy disciple. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Jananivasa das 
Zagreb, Croatia 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Hare Krsna! It is only by your mercy that my wife and I have received the dispensation of the Hare 
Krsna Maha Mantra as spread by Lord Caitanya's movement.  
 
I have always been interested in the story you have told during your lectures about the circumstances 
surrounding your opening the first ever ISKCON center in North Carolina and because of that I was 
able to take shelter of the Holy Names. It is North Carolina (my home state) where Krishna led you to 
foment preaching activities and develop disciples and it is those disciples who introduced me to Srila 
Prabhupada's books and then the temple. 
 
You have always shown great patience and attention in your dealings with us and it is only by your 
mercy that my wife and I have become members of the Brahma-Madhava Gaudiya Vaisnava 
sampradaya and received the empowerment that that entails. 
 
Earlier this month I was watching videos of Srila Prabhupada and while watching him I could see how 
his light shines through you. It's hard to explain but basically I was really experiencing a realization of 
how you are his disciple and how you carry the disciplic succession and the institution through him; I 
could ascertain a very happy, merciful strain in him that reminds me of you. 
 
This year I have been very happy to see how you have spread your transcendental mercy to some 
people I know and have preached to and it's ecstatic to be able to see devotional creepers experience 
rapid growth when you are able to touch them.  
 
It has been a great year in Krishna consciousness for both of us here and it is with great pleasure that 
we send you best wishes for your Vyasa puja. 
 
Your servants, 
 
Jatayu dasa 
Jayalalita devi dasi 
Lexington, SC  
 



My beloved Gurudeva, 
 
My respectful Guru Maharaja, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 
All glories to A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to Sri Sri Gaura Nitai. 
All glories to Guru and Gauranga. 
 

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare 
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 

 
**************************************************** 

 
1971. You became a devotee…  I just started going to school. 
- Deep down in my heart, I knew it wasn’t the kind of school I wanted… 
I looked sadly to the sky, asking myself where is that beautiful effulgent spaceship that will land and 
take me home… I was crying for a long time. 
  
1972. You were distributing Srila Prabhupada’s books across the States and calling people to raise their 
arms and surrender themselves to the beautiful sounds of the mahamantra. 
- I already knew how to read… I set out on a quest to find a perfect book that would give me answers 
to all of my questions, especially to one: “What am I doing here in this world that isn’t mine?” 
  
1974. You worked on publishing Srila Prabhupada’s books further, beyond the borders of the United 
States… 
- I am still not finding the answers. I live life the way it is served… I already feel a lot of frustration 
that life brings, in the material world with no answers, without a true friend… 
I continue my search in my little, frustrated, imperfect way. 
  
1978. You make a big decision! You accept sannyasa and surrender yourself to Srila Prabhupada’s 
mission with all of your being. Jay!!! 
Amongst many others… in your noble heart you’ve heard my call too, and the bitter cry of an 
abandoned child. 
-But just in a year, in 1979, a small hook caught my heart. The movie “Hair” and the mahamantra 
entered the heart… A beautiful sound amidst a bunch of noise. 
  
1982. You open preaching centers for devotees, so that they can serve Krishna, Srila Prabhupada, and 
the Vaishnavas nicely. You do all this for the pleasure of your most beloved spiritual master. 
- The whirlpool of maya is sucking in my life by incredible events I cannot resist. Even though I’ve 
heard the mahamantra… everything happened just like in the fateful movie. Sex & drugs & rock & 
roll… It was inevitable… It was spinning; hurting… Tears became more bitter and bloody… Maya 
wasn’t asking how hard and where to hit me… I still knew deep within my heart that I didn’t belong 
here; all that I could do in a deep darkness of ignorance was to get mad and become a rebel and 
desperate. 
 
I used to spend a lot of time in the nearby church (making sure not to be seen by anyone, because God 
was forbidden in my country), crying bitter tears and praying to Jesus to hang me already on that cross 
of his, to find that thorn that will pierce this heart so it will shut up already… 



I was writing poems, wandering around the universe and calling through the darkness, through the stars, 
moon, galaxies and minds… through dead silence.  
 
Every now and then walking in the streets alone, asking questions with no answers… Another question 
was going through my mind: “How was that in the movie? Krishna, Krishna, Hare, Rama…” 
 
And during those years, in the 80’s, I received a rare gift: the original Broadway cast recording of 
Hair… I LEARNED THE MAHA MANTRA!!! Even though I still didn’t know what it was, I thought 
it was just a part of the musical… 
 
Yes… One day before it all started going downhill even faster… I MET a young and inexperienced 
sankirtan devotee. He was offering me the red book with beautiful pictures in it… I wanted it so much, 
but I didn’t have any money (if he could have sensed my desire, he would have given me the book 
anyway)… he left… he just left… it was around '84… 
 
You were serving Srila Prabhupada, you were praying for me… 
And I… I passed through the gates of hell… because the sankirtan devotee was gone… and I met the 
servants of drugs, alcohol and debauchery. But, even a moment of association with a pure devotee is 
enough!!! 
Hell was beating on all sides… but Sri Krishna didn’t forget me… I was fighting like a lioness, for 
everything to pass, to stop, to find the way… 
  
1990. SRILA PRABHUPADA AND LORD SRI KRISHNA CAME INTO MY LIFE!! 
Tears of joy! I am telling the devotee who is talking to me: “So where have you been, man? I’ve been 
waiting for you for 10 lifetimes!!!" 
From that moment, my life has had love and light in it. 
All that I’ve been searching and walking on thorns for is now here. 
Devotees, lectures, kirtans, harinamas, a lot of reading and prasadam…  
The golden times of “NITYANANDA” band! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1995. You are boldly joining the GBC... another powerful step towards me.  
-That year I went to Prabhupada Desh in Italy, to learn everything that is to be learned about temple life. 
That year, my only guardian at that time left his body… my father. 
I searched for you… 
I searched for you in the lectures, in our dear and respected gurus… but somehow… they were not 
you… 
Bhakti yoga…rises and falls. Traces of the past, thick ropes of maya…  
Cleansing of various karmas… step by step… it is not easy… but it is nice, it is meaningful, it is 
necessary and healthy… 
 
I stride through the years…looking for you… time is passing… 
You still continue to work tirelessly…walking towards this soul…you have many wonderful disciples 
already…you already know… All those nasty things have fallen off, willingly and consciously I 
jumped from Jaladuta and plunged into the ocean to find some more souls very important to me, before 
I swim back. Husband, children, a good family. 
Already I felt the closeness and courage. They are not devotees…BUT THEY WILL BE! 
And you will appear! 
 
Even though those thirteen years were filled with silence without devotees, hiding Sri Krishna in the 
pockets of the heart… I knew where the sun was and where the stars are that lead me to emerge to the 
surface of the causal ocean. 
  
And then: the year 2012 and Fruska Goranga! 
 
Hmm…You have come humbly, and almost imperceptibly… Lectures, hahaha… What could I find out 
about you when you were only showing us pictures of the beautiful Vrindavan..? Not saying anything 
personal, nothing open… I know nothing about you…nothing, 
And then, one or two days before the end of this great camp, an event at which Lord Krishna Himself 
performs His pastimes… 
SOMETHING HAS TURNED MY HEAD IN YOUR DIRECTION! 
And as if I could clearly hear a voice: I CAN TELL EVERYTHING TO THIS GURU! 
Yes, as usual, this soul is an urgent case. You readily threw the lifebelt… hahaha… Just like you told 
me this year: “I am your professional lifeguard.” 
 
Your endless mercy and the nectar of your causeless love flow toward me every day, every second my 
every breath becomes yours. I rejoice to you just like that child who had embarked on the journey long 
ago to find you and I will never, never, never forget that I am looking for you… at all times, all 
circumstances, in each body and situation. Everything turned out to be a way towards you, my master. 
  
I boldly claim and declare: 
  
I am a fortunate soul because I have YOU in my heart. 
I have YOU even when I do not know anything, when it is dark and gloomy. 
I have YOU even when it is difficult, when the paths are strewn with thorns. 
I have YOU even when I have or don’t have myself. 
I have YOU when the universe resounds with the mahamantra. 
I have YOU when I distribute Srila Prabhupada’s books. 
I have YOU even when I have to go from soul to soul and bring them weak to your lotus feet. 
I have YOU and I wish this dance never stops, 



I have YOU and I wish this heart beats forever with gratitude and knowledge that you will always 
bring a torch lighted for you by our beloved Srila Prabhupada. 
I continue to walk safer and freer… 
Thank You for recognizing me. 
Thank You that you did not get angry at me even though you knew. 
Thank You that you are accepting me and inspiring me to continue. 
Thank You for giving me an example how the life is invested in the lotus feet of Gurudeva. 
Thank You for being ready to understand me at any moment. 
Thank You that you are you, and that I am allowed to say that I AM A SERVANT OF HIS 
HOLINESS SRI BIR KRISHNA DAS GOSWAMI MAHARAJA! 
I AM A LUCKY SOUL. 
I respect you and I LOVE you very much Gurudeva. 
  
Be healthy, stay with us for a long time to guide us, be happy with your disciples, and please bring us 
all back home to God in a big harinama in which the stars will dance, led by Sri Caitanya and 
Nityananda, our beloved Srila Prabhupada, and you my respected, dear, unique Sri Bir Krishna das 
Goswami Maharaja! 
  
Your grateful tiny servant,  
 
By your grace, 
 
Jayanti devi dasi 
Srbija 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
I want to thank you that you inspire me to advance spiritually and make Krsna even more attractive for 
me. Thank you for showing the real mood how to be dedicated to one’s guru and wish to satisfy Srila 
Prabhupada. Thank you for your sense of humor and lively charm – it makes me always think of how 
cool Krsna is when His servants are like mirroring a part of Govinda’s all-attractive qualities.  
 
Thank you because you teach with your example what true love is like and how to take care of others. 
Thank you for showing with your example the real recipe to true happiness! 
 
Thank you that my spiritual practice is going well and I’m happy! Thank you that your disciples are so 
beautiful and inspiring! 
 
Forever indebted to you, 
 
Your servant, 
 
Jayaradhe dd 
Estonia 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
I am eternally indebted to you for your sincere desire, effort, and success in pleasing Srila Prabhupada. 
I feel grateful to know you and be in your presence. I miss you when you are away and I feel joy upon 
hearing of your return. You have created a home for me. My needs for security, love, hope, friendship, 
and trust are filled by you. I cherish and value you and your service to Sri Sri Radha Golokananda. I 
wish my life was less complex and that I could see you more often. I hope that my little Giriraj has the 
opportunity to know you, too. 
 
Your servant and daughter, 
 
Jayasri devi dasi 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 
 

 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet on this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja.  
 
After Srila Grudev’s departure I did not immediately take your shelter completely, but by your  
association I could understand your greatness, so now I am under your shelter completely. So by taking 
your shelter I am getting purified. 
 
Now I am able to see a few of your wonderful qualities, you have so much love for all living entities, 
you don't take cows' milk because they are tortured, and you don't wear silk cloths because the insects 
are killed while processing. You also don't hurt anybody's sentiment while dealing with them, and you 
don't waste a single moment. You want to see everybody happy therefore you want to revive 
everybody's Krishna consciousness. 
 
So on this auspicious day I am seeking your blessings to assist you in your service. 
 
Your servant, 
  
Jivanath das  
Suva, Fiji Island 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Your Divine Grace and Srila Prabhupada. 
 
On this most auspicious day of your holy appearance I find myself reflecting back on a year that has 
brought great challenges and opportunities. My work with the ISKCON Prison Ministry has tested and 
rewarded me in ways I could not have fully imagined and your advice and encouragement have been 
invaluable as I’ve worked to find my way in this preaching program. I am particularly appreciative of 
the time you took to spend with me when you were in Dallas. As always seems to be the case, it is only 
in reflecting back on our conversations that I am able to fully take in all that you try to tell me. 
 
Also, I would like to particularly express appreciation for your book, ‘You’re Not That Body!’. This 
book has come to be a very valuable tool for me in this work. Not only have I found it useful with 
those who are very new to the philosophy, I’ve found it most helpful with the more advanced inmates 
who’ve expressed a desire to preach but a frustration that they’ve felt their knowledge is insufficient to 
allow them to do so effectively. The clear, concise and accessible language has helped afford them a 
confidence that enables them to engage. This was my hope when I first read your book and several 
inmates have written to express that this has been exactly the case.  
 
As we discussed when you were in Dallas, I had quite a learning curve to work through when I first 
started this service. Knowing full-well going in that I would be dealing some very troubled souls and 
being mindful that even the most fallen are qualified to receive Lord Caitanya’s mercy, I was 
nonetheless surprised by some of my own initial reactions. The first time I held a letter in my hand 
from a convicted murderer for example, I found it very unsettling. It bothered me and it bothered me 
that it bothered me. With one inmate for instance who had committed a particularly heinous crime I 
found myself at first only barely able to bring myself to write him. Now after many months of regular 
correspondence with him, I’ve found that if I go some length of time without hearing from him, I 
become worried for his well-being. The change I’ve seen in my own thinking has been remarkable. 
 
In short, this service has been transformative. It has served to make me acutely aware of just how far I 
still had to go in my own growth and brought me closer to a real understanding of the nature of the 
mercy I have received from Your Divine Grace and Srila Prabhupada. I’m often mindful of your advice 
that in order to make progress we must please Srila Prabhupada. I believe and hope that through this 
service I have come closer to being able to do that in some small way. 
 
Wishing you all glories and happiness on this most auspicious day, 
 
Your servant, 
 
Kirtan Rasa das 
Dallas, Texas 
 



 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  
 

namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  
su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  

Srila Bir Krishna das Goswami, who is very dear to 
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances to my swan-like spiritual master,  

who is very dear to Srila Prabhupada because he is faithfully repeating  
his message with great purity and determination. 

 
 
Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you. 
 

Following the order of the bona fide spiritual master is the only duty of the disciple, and 
this completely faithful execution of the order of the bona fide spiritual master is the 
secret of success. - Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.9.8, purport 

 
You are a bona fide spiritual master with all the qualities that are recognizable in your work in serving 
the devotees and continuing your spiritual master and Lord Chaitanya's mission to spread Krishna 
conscious and the chanting of the Hare Krishna mahamantra all over the world.  These observable 
qualities include: 
 

Being well versed in the Vedic scriptures and follow their principles. 
You are a humble servant of God and never claim to be God. 
Act with full control of your senses, and never fall under their control. 
You are impeccable in moral character. 
Fully dedicated to serving God, at all times, with body mind and words. 
You are a disciple of Srila Prabhupada who belongs to a genuine line of gurus, 
a line that extends back to Krishna. 

 
I read a Vyasa puja offering to Srila Prabhupada, your spiritual master, by Nikunjavasini dasi: 
 

A devotee asked a question: "In the guru-puja song we sing, 'you are my spiritual 
master life after life.' Srila Prabhupada, does that mean that if we don't make it this 
lifetime will you come back to save us?"  You answered firmly, banging your fist on the 
little book stand before you, "You make it this lifetime, don't make me come back." 
Again, we must remember you are giving us all the tools. We have to understand how 
important it is to follow you and not get distracted by the agents of Kali. 

 
 
 



Srila Gurudeva, you have faithfully followed the orders of your spiritual master setting an example for 
us all. You are selflessly training and guiding us in reviving our relationship with God, and are always 
there to help in difficult times. We are so limited that we cannot approach the unlimited God, but the 
spiritual master, out of his causeless mercy, makes himself available to help us approach the Supreme 
Lord. 
 
I pray that you will come back for me when I am completely done with this material world and I pray 
that we all develop faith that if we follow your guidance and instructions, we will continue to make 
spiritual progress and by doing so, our success in spiritual life will be guaranteed. 
 
Your aspiring servant in Krishna consciousness, 
 
Krishna Kumari devi dasi 
Blaine, Washington, USA 
 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your divine 
appearance day. 
 
I am eternally grateful to you for showing your causeless mercy upon me. Your pure devotion to Srila 
Prabhupada is inspiring all of us and leading us to the correct path of bhakti where we all can work to 
spread Srila Prabhupada's movement and can save the conditioned souls from the material miserable 
life. 
 
Your pure devotion to Sri Sri Giriraj ji is also very touching to me. Please bless me that I can decorate 
Sri Giriraj ji nicely on the altar. I try very hard but I cannot decorate Him like you. It shows that pure 
devotion is more empowered than art training.  
 
Sri Sri Radha Golokanand are the most beautiful, compassionate, and protective Deities in the world. I 
am highly blessed to be under Their shelter. Everyday is a great blessing for me to be with your New 
Goloka family. Please forgive my unlimited offenses and bless me that I can serve the Divine Couple 
eternally. Hare Krishna! 
 
Your servant, 
 
Krishna Priya dasi 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you! 
 
Happy Appearance Day! 
 
This time of the year it's time to reflect on the lessons from you as well as remembering the blessing it 
is to have you as my spiritual master. I've noticed the older I get, the faster time flies by, but yet every 
day is a day to reconnect with Krishna. It is a daily struggle as well as a blessing to be able to do that. 
As we go through life, taking care of our duties it is a different life from living in the temple, in the 
constant presence of Radha Golokananda and the devotees who are only focusing on serving Krishna. 
It is different because we have somewhat different duties and although possible, it is not easy, at least 
for me, to remember Krishna in the middle of some daily struggles. Especially taking care of a baby, 
trying to get by with very little sleep makes it hard to be very focused on spiritual progress. 
 
But thankfully in the middle of all this, every now and then there is a day that brings glimpses of the 
mercy and love that made me want to be a devotee in the first place. They come as some special 
blessings such as seeing a chakra on someone's car or hearing bells that remind me of Krishna. These 
moments make me feel so thankful to feel Krishna's kindness that even though I may not be worthy, He 
still gives little reminders that He is, in fact, here with us, even when we struggle to find Him. Thank 
you Srila Gurudeva for being the link to our Lord because as you know without you I would have no 
chance. Thank you! 
 
Your servant and daughter,  
 
Krsangi dasi 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 



Dear Srila Gurudava, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to you and all the Vaishnava Saints. 
 
It has been about eight years since your acceptance of me as your disciple. 
 
I am very fortunate you did accept me as a disciple in Krishna consciousness.  
 
I have kept the four regulations and I am working on staying steady on my rounds.  
 
I like the morning programs here at New Talavana Farm. I love the deities Sri Sri Radha Radha Kanta 
who are so very beautiful. The singing, classes, discussions, sharing of realizations and the wonderful 
chanting area are so, so nice. 
 
Indeed, this is a wonderful place for spiritual advancement.  
 
I could have japa walks for miles and cows to brush and feed. One two-year old ox named Tilaka is 
becoming a good friend of mine. I have a halter and lead rope to take him on walks and maybe I will 
get a chance to use some of my past training and train him to pull a cart or plow in the near future. He 
is peaceful and very smart. 
 
Thank you for such a nice arrangement for my spiritual, physical, and married life here on the farm. By 
your grace the devotees have accepted us here as part of the family. You have made such nice 
arrangements here for us, thank you very much. 
 
It has been very busy and exhausting to make the move from Michigan to Mississippi but I am glad we 
did. I have also been very busy and there are so many nice festivals. I even got to carry Prabhupada on 
the farm tour. This was so nice. 
 
So thank you so much Gurudeva, for all your kindnesses. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Krsnasraya dasa 
New Talavana Farm 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine 

 
 
Todas las glorias a Srila Prabhupda, todas las glorias a Srila Gurudeva. 
 
Por favor acepte mis humildes reverencias al bendito polvo de sus pies de loto. 
 
Querido Guru Maharaja, permitame felicitarlo en este glorioso vyasa puja de su aparición trascendental. 
 
Gurudeva son ya varios años de haberlo conocido y por su bendita asociación le puedo asegurar, que 
me estoy liberando realmente del cautiverio material. Cada día siento que haberle prometido en mi 
ceremonia de iniciación el cantar dieciséis rondas cuando menos, ha sido para mi una real salvación. 
Son ya muy pocas, casi nulas las perturbaciones que tengo del mundo material y siempre quiero estar 
cantando el Santo Nombre de Krishna. 
 
Actualmente tengo ya 54 años de edad y aunque llevo 20 años de ser su discipulo iniciado ya venía 
cantando el mah mantra motivado por Srila Prabhupada desde 1980, así pues llevo casi 34 años 
cantando Hare Krishna y creo que ya me esta haciendo efecto. 
 
Como una ofrenda mas a usted en este día le prometo que seguiré cantando hasta que deje de existir, 
estoy feliz de que algún día que deje este cuerpo pueda alcanzar los pies de loto de Radha y 
Krishna.  Todo esto será posible por su misericordia sin causa. 
 
Mil gracias por haberme aceptado como uno mas de sus discípulos, todos estos años me he esforzado 
por cumplir mi promesa y le aseguro que lo estoy haciendo, cantar el maha mantra es una gran 
conexión con usted, con Srila Prabhupad y con el Supremo Señor Krishna y Su consorte Srimate 
Radharani. 
 
Le oro a Srimate Radharani, al Señor Krishna , al Señor Gouranga, al Señor Jaganath y a todas Sus 
encarnaciones que lo colmen de bendiciones en este auspicioso día de Su trascendental aparición en 
este mundo material. 
 
Reciba por favor mis dandavats y rosas a sus pies de loto. 
 
Su muy humilde sirviente, 
 
Kurma das 
Mexico City 



Querido Gurudeva, 
 

Porfavor acepte mis humildes reverencias.  Todas las glorias a Srila Prabhupada! 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
Hare Krsna mi amado Padre Eterno, últimamente he estado pensando  
en cuál es mi verdadera conexión con Krsna y mi existencia al pasar por este mundo ¿para aprender 
qué?  Ese asunto tan olvidado que nos tiene en cautiverio del verdadero hogar, ¿cómo hacerlo Krsna? 
nos das todo el conocimiento a través de tus muy cercanos devotos, a través de tus escrituras 
gracias Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Pero aun así hay almas en cuerpos no tan inteligentes como el mío, que luchan por entenderlo y 
necesitan más ayuda  de alguien que nos guie y muestre como hacerlo, de ahí agradezco a Krsna que 
me haya mostrado la oportunidad de tomar refugio en la guía de usted mi querido Padre y Maestro 
espiritual, que con su ejemplo y dedicación me inspiran a hacer algo bueno en esta forma de existencia 
humana y dedicársela a Dios... Sri Krishna. 
 
Que con mis sentidos no perfectos he cometido muchos errores y gracias a la compasión que usted ha 
tenido hacia mí, he podido sobrevivir en este mundo de nacimiento y muerte y al mar de confusión que 
uno pasa mientras se purifican los sentidos para entender cuál es nuestra verdadera posición y confiar 
más en la voluntad de Krsna, mi flamita espiritual  se mantiene gracias a sus oraciones Gurudeva. 
 
Gracias por tener Fe en mí, pese a mi lento avance y entendimiento no tengo más que agradecimiento 
hacia usted y El desear su felicidad al ver cumplida su misión gracias por tanto amor Gurudeva, espero 
aportar algo de lo 
que a usted pueda complacerle. 
 
Su eterna sirviente, 
 
Lalita Kunda devi dasi 
Desde México, Distrito Federal. 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my obeisances. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  
All glories to you.  
 
This last year I have rollercoastered from some of my hardest days to some of my greatest days and back again 
to a place full of hardship.  My world is constantly affected by the whims of my children, the whims of my mind 
and in general my lack of surrender to... well, Krsna.   
 
There is no doubt that I lack the emotional and spiritual stability that is easily associated with your qualities as a 
person. However, Gurudeva, in the emotional amusement park that I call my life it is relieving to have one 
consistent emotion. Despite my highs or lows my heart is always attached to you.  My stubborn mind might not 
always follow your guidance but I never fail to cherish our relationship. 
 
As the boys grow I am beginning to experience the heartache involved in watching my child learn lessons the 
hard way. I want to save them, to explain all of my insight and have them blindly accept it and avoid the 
hardships and struggles of learning these lessons themselves.  Unfortunately life does not always work this 
way.  So I am often left on the sideline offering guidance at intervals and shouting constant encouragement, but 
in the end left with only my prayers that they will make the right choices.  Luckily for me at this point in their 
development a poor choice at most has resulted in an interrupted friendship, a scraped knee, or a momentary 
broken heart.  The stakes are low but the lessons are crucial.  
  
Unfortunately the same cannot be said about the crucial guidance you offer me. The stakes are as high as the 
lessons are crucial. I reflect on the hardship I must cause you as you offer me perfect instruction and constant 
encouragement and pray for me also.  But ultimately you too are left to watch what I will do with all of this love 
you have given me. 
 
I wish that I could say that I have taken your instructions and now am soaring through life on the wind of Krsna 
consciousness.  But rather I feel as if I am stumbling like a toddler who runs overconfident on his new bipedal 
legs only to find himself flat on the floor.  Again and again I fall. My only saving grace is that you lovingly 
interpret my fall not as a face-plant but as an obeisance.  You lovingly allow me to follow you not as a failure, 
but again and again as a beloved disciple. 
 
On the occasion of your Vyasa puja I am reflecting on your consistent stable love for Srila Prabhupada and how 
you never fail to follow his example. I can see that by doing so all hardships have not been removed but rather 
you are carried through them by Krishna's loving hands. You are empowered by your spiritual master and so 
lovingly want to empower me too.   
 
I am so thankful that you have never given up on me.  You are the perfection of parenthood; always there, 
always guiding me towards success, never judging my mistakes, and always always always loving me as only a 
parent could. Thank you Gurudeva. 
 
In the words of Gaura Vani I can honestly say... 
 
"There may have been things that I've done to make you doubt, but don't you doubt that I love you, I do." 
 
Happy Ap(parents) day, 
 
Aspiring to be your servant,  
 
Lila Manjari dd 
Portland, Oregon 



Dear Bir Krishna das Goswami, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  All glories to your service. 
 
As is becoming typical for this time of year I find myself overwhelmed by the sweet words and loving 
glorifications offered to you by your disciples worldwide.  Their heartfelt honoring of your teachings, 
deeds and qualifications can leave no doubt in anyone's heart of the sincerity and consistency of your 
work in service to Srila Prabhupa's mission. I pray for your good health and longevity so that you can 
continue our sampradaya's tradition of preaching Krishna consciousness in revolutionary yet accessible 
manners to all people regardless of time, place, and circumstance.  
 
Thank you for your service to my wife as an ideal role-model and father figure. I feel blessed that she 
has such a perfect soul in her life to help her understand and strengthen her personal relationship with 
the Supreme Person. Your active and passive presences in her life greatly benefits our family and entire 
spiritual community here in Portland. 
 
It was very nice having your association earlier this year. I especially enjoyed hearing you sing and 
play guitar and I appreciate your insightful advice with regards to our family. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for your faith in my long-term potential to properly serve my family 
in Krishna consciousness despite my shortcomings.  I will not let you down. 
 
Aspiring to aspire to the mood of a Vaisnava, 
 
Bhakta David 
Portland, Oregon  







 Querido Gurudeva, 
 
Gracias no solo por su ejemplo de entrega y servicio, sino por permitirme a través de su misericordia 
estar con los devotos; ser iniciada en la familia de ISCKON me ha dado la oportunidad de conocer a 
personas maravillosas y con las bendiciones de los devotos siempre tengo la oportunidad de hacer 
aunque sea un pequeño servicio, el 18 de septiembre hospede a siete devotas en mi casa, por el festival 
de la India y por primera vez contamos con la presencia de Su Santidad Guru Prasad Swami. 
 
Aunque por mucho tiempo me sentí triste y desesperada por estar lejos de los devotos y del templo, soy 
muy afortunada, ya que siempre Krishna me manda a Sus devotos que están en sankirtan o vienen a 
realizar un festival, con las bendiciones de ellos, ahora estarán en nuestra ciudad devotos muy 
avanzados, la madre Radhika y prabhu Premanda y espero tener sus bendiciones para estar calificada 
para poder realizar servicio con ellos en el centro de Krishna West, nos encantaría que usted pudiera 
venir unos días como ahora estuvo su hermano espiritual Guru Prasad Swami. 
 
Si todo resulta bien en mi nuevo trabajo podré por fin cumplir mi promesa e ir unos meses con usted. 
Espero que todos sus hermosos proyectos se realicen sin complicaciones y que yo pueda en mi baja y 
pequeña manera seguir haciendo servicio para el movimiento de Su Santidad Srila Prabhupada.   
 
Lilarati devi dasi  
Aguascalientes, Ags, México.  
 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Hare Krishna! Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to 
you! All glories to the auspicious and wonderful occasion of your appearance anniversary. 
 
In the interest of brevity, and since you already know what is in my heart and in my mind, I will just 
say publicly that I am forever grateful that you are so merciful and tolerant. At some point every day, I 
am somehow or other reminded of what a wonderful, compassionate, and loving spiritual master you 
are. You give so much and expect so little, and I pray that somehow I can repay a tiny bit of what I owe. 
Thank you so much for being you. 
 
Forever in your debt, 
Your humble servant, 
 
Lila-sakti dd 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Hare Krsna. Please accept my obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Happy Vyasa puja! 2015 marks twenty years since your first trip to New Orleans as GBC, a trip that forever 
changed the course of my life. Hearing from you; observing the wonderful ways you express your 
dedication and devotion to Srila Prabhupada and the parampara; the way that you keep Vaisnava culture 
alive through reading about the Saints on appearance and disappearance days; your instruction and example 
to “chant 16 rounds of japa daily come hell or high water” has all been far more life changing for me than I 
can possibly elucidate in this offering. 
 
What I would like to highlight this year is your example of what to do when ones physical body is expiring. 
The year before last you were at Rasa Priya’s side reading to her in her final days; this year you were at 
Manorupa dd’s. She was one of the Vaisnavis who served in New Sankirtan Puri when I first came to the 
temple in the 80’s. My heart leapt when I saw you reading to her in Mayapur.  Thank you Gurudeva. Thank 
you for demonstrating such personal care and the great importance of sravanam. Since the day I moved to 
New Goloka in the summer of 1996 up until now I have observed you consistently and kindly emphasizing 
the magnitude of hearing pure transcendental sound.  
 

 
 

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya 
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri gurave namah 

 
This year I gained greater understanding into this prayer. Profound ignorance on the most basic human 
levels is so difficult to break through. So much education is required, so much time, so many examples. 
And as soon as you think "ah, lesson learned," we may miss applying the knowledge in another setting.  
Gurudeva you have extraordinary patience to watch us make the same mistakes over and over again even 
when you have taught higher behavior and consciousness in so many ways.  
 
My obeisances and gratitude at your feet. I am eternally indebted to you for pulling me out of such an 
ignorant, disconnected, suffering condition again and again by your loving compassion and dedication to 
Srila Prabhupada. 
  
Your ever aspiring servant, 
 

Lilasuka dasi 
New Raman Reti, Alachua, Florida 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to your constant faithful service to Srila Prabhupada and to Lord Caitanya! 
 
As your Vyasa puja approaches and as my husband and I make our adjustments to living here in New 
Talavana, it comes to me how important deity worship is.  I understand that it is not the yuga-dharma - 
chanting is the yuga-dharma - but still deity worship is a central part of a devotee life, and for many 
reasons.   
 
For one thing there are said to be two rails upon which our movement travels:  bhagavat-viddhi and 
pancaratrika-viddhi, or hearing and chanting about the name, form, qualities and pastimes of Lord Sri 
Krishna, and being trained up in the rules and regulations which surround deity worship.  It is said the either 
rail can work, but having two rails is far, far safer, keeping us balanced and protecting us from falling 
down.  Bhagavat-viddhi is perhaps the most important, because within it is the yuga-dharma, but alone it 
offers no solid way to change oneself into a properly behaving Vaisnava.  With bhagavat-viddhi alone there 
is risk of plateauing in a kind of sentimental mood and deceiving oneself, thinking one is more pure and 
self-controlled than one really is.  We need the structure of pancaratrika-viddhi; we need to be made to see 
how we really compare to the rules and regulations: are we really up to snuff or not?  And there is nothing 
like facing going on the altar and knowing the standards expected of us to make us take a look at ourselves. 
 
Another reason deity worship is so important is that we need to understand, in a realized way, that Krishna 
is personal, has a personal form, and that we can relate to Him in His personal form. Going on the altar and 
bathing and dressing Sri Sri Radha and Krishna, or Sri Sri Gaura-Nitai, or even doing an aroti and simply 
being so near, one gets immediate experience of the form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. It is a 
perfect shortcut to understanding what would otherwise be only a philosophical concept.   
 
And, as time passes, devotees begin here and there to discuss the idea of higher meditations, of entering the 
pastimes in the spiritual world.  One can do so artificially, which is possibly not a good idea, or one can 
authentically advance naturally (still waiting,) but either way, in the Nectar of Devotion Srila Prabhupada 
writes that one day we will follow a great devotee in the spiritual world and learn personal service to 
Krishna.  Deity service is a kind of first level, preparing us to do the same things on the subtle level in the 
mind, and eventually on the purely spiritual level some day. In deity service we use our familiar material 
senses; later we will use our spiritual senses. 
 
Yet another reason deity worship is so important is that the deities give shelter even when on the material 
level ISKCON is not so able to do so due to chaotic situations. Deity service is steady when all else is going 
crazy, and the deities are giving shelter to Their servants. 
 
As I write this, I am looking forward to going back on the altar tonight for the first time in years, to be 
shown how to dress Sri Sri Radha Radha Kanta for the evening.  I was away for a long time, probably really 
needed the break because deity service should not be so piled on someone that it feels like a burden and the 
true sweetness gets crunched out of sight.  But I am looking forward to getting back.   
 
And all this leads to: Thank you for initiating me and making all this possible, and for teaching a simple and 
devotional mentality about deity worship.  It is a great gift. 
 
Your servant,  
 
Madhava Priya dd 
New Talavana, Mississippi 



My dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances on your Vyasa puja day. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
A few years ago I had come to a crossroads in my spiritual life: I didn’t have a spiritual master and after 
coming along to Krishna consciousness for a few years I had come to the point of realizing that I really 
needed to seek a real spiritual master. I felt like I was floundering on my own, without a spiritual master to 
link me to the disciplic succession.  Only a few weeks after coming to this conclusion I started taking siksha 
from you. Since this point I cannot imagine my life without you. When I asked you if you would be my 
initiating spiritual master, you quoted the 8th verse of the Gurvastakam in an email to me: "By the mercy of 
Krishna one gets a spiritual master, and by the mercy of the spiritual master one gets Krishna." I feel that 
Krishna really reciprocated with my prayers and sent me the most encouraging, friendly, funny and kind 
spiritual master I could have possibly ever imagined!  
 
My favourite memories with you are when we were in Govardhan with you this past February. I felt so 
fortunate that Arjuna and I could do Govardhan parikram with you in the morning, stay with you in your 
house, cook for your deities every evening, and read Krishna book with you at night. One day while there, 
you candidly commented that you are most happy when people appreciate you as being relatable “just like 
an ordinary person.” I know that you are not an ordinary person, but this really highlighted your humility to 
me. Out of kindness to all those who you give spiritual shelter to, you are always sure to make sure that you 
are approachable, and relatable, whatever that person’s level of spiritual advancement is. The way you 
present Krishna consciousness is just so common sense, applicable, accessible, practical, REAL, and non- 
ritualistic. Although you are always relatable to anyone at any level, you maintain the highest standards in 
your own sadhana and service. 
 
Serving you in Mayapur and Govardhan are some of the most amazing memories of my spiritual life so far, 
and I pray that I will be able to render this service to you again in the future. Your taste for Krishna’s 
service is infectious and I have never felt as happy and free from anxieties like I did with you in Govardhan. 
The only anxiety I had was constant nervousness that my cooking would make you sick!  
 
Finally Gurudeva, thank you so much for encouraging me and second-initiating me so that I can engage in 
deity worship. I told you I felt so embarrassed to be receiving second initiation because I felt so unworthy 
and unqualified, and you told me that you had faith in me. You gave me permission to dress Sri Sri Gaura 
Nitai, Jagannath Baladeva Subhadra and Sri Sri Radha Giridhari in our temple here in Auckland. These 
deities were installed by Srila Prabhupada, and although I still feel so unworthy of serving them, somehow, 
by your kindness I am able to dress the deities. Please allow me to always have the correct mood, and to be 
able to always meditate on the fact that I am merely an instrument of the parampara.  
 
Dear Gurudeva, please bless me that I may continue to serve your lotus feet and your most beloved Srila 
Prabhupada, despite my many offenses, my stubborn mind and many shortcomings. I pray that I never take 
the shelter you have given me for granted. Please allow me to imbibe your mood so that one day I may be 
able to taste a tiny, tiny fraction of the love that you feel for Srila Prabhupada and for Krishna.  
 
All glories to your lifetime of surrendered service to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Your insignificant daughter, and aspiring servant,                           
 
Madhava Sangini devi dasi 
Auckland, New Zealand 
 



Dear Guru Maharaja, 
  
Please accept our respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
  
We are very thankful to you for accepting us as your disciples, for guiding our family in devotional 
service. It is the best way to live a very happy and peaceful life serving Lord Krishna and following 
your instructions. 
  
We pray to Lord Krishna to bless you with good health and long life, and wish you a very happy Vyasa 
puja.  
  
We always need your blessings,  
  
Your servants, 
 
Madhavandripuri Das 
Sadhvi Devi Dasi 
Gopal Krishna   
 Auckland , New Zealand 
 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
 
Dearest Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. On this most auspicious day of your 
appearance, your Vyasa puja I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to you for giving your 
association. If it was not for the shelter of your lotus feet, Gurudev, I would have been shattered in this 
material world. You have shown me light when I needed it most in my life. Even though you are not in 
Fiji Gurudev, you are always present with me either in your emails or phone calls giving me directions. 
 
Thank you Gurudev for your association. I am so fortunate to have you as my eternal spiritual father. 
Please allow me to be your servant all my life at your lotus feet. Please give me strength to renounce 
everything and surrender unto you and only for your causeless devotional service. 
  
Your fallen servant, 
 
Madhuri devi dasi 
Suva, Fiji Island 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances! 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Auspicious is the day of your appearance, because you entered into many hearts and changed them, 
forever. I'm one of them.  
 
When I'm blessed by your presence, I notice how your words and actions can influence my 
consciousness. Thank you for all your time and patience with me. You are always willing to hear all 
my nonsense and give me some practical advice that I can follow. I really admire you for that and I'm 
grateful. 
 
Again, I really have to thank you for allowing me to serve you! That means so much to me. Thank you 
for all your online lectures, as well! 
 
And, if I can extract some occasion from this year, that would be your willingness to change your plans 
so we could meet in India. That really lifted me up in a time of difficulty. You gave me something to 
hold on to when I was falling. I'll never forget that! That reminds me of that exercise we did in disciple 
course when we were falling and partners would catch us... 
 
Thank you for being here for me, from the bottom of my heart! 
 
Please tell me how can I serve you!? 
Please engage me in service for Srila Prabhupada! 
Please let me be in your shadow, forever! 
 
Trying to be your servant, 
 
Manjari Gopi devi dasi 
Crikvanica, Croatia 
 
 



 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine 

 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
Querido Gurudeva, 
 
Mis mejores deseos son que usted se encuentre  muy bien. 
Todas las glorias todas la glorias a usted mi querido Gurudeva, todas la glorias a sus pies de loto. Por 
favor que nunca me aparte de ellos, porque es igual que refugiarme a los pies de loto de  mi dulce señor 
Krishna. En los momentos más difíciles de mi vida no tengo otro refugio más que  ellos 
porque usted es un representante fidedigno de Krishna en la tierra. 
 
Gurudeva esta vida temporal deseo aprovecharla, que mi alma que ha estado dormida por tanto tiempo 
despierte y eso solo lo lograré con su bendición, para tener la determinación en el servicio devocional y 
el gusto por cantar eternamente el mahamantra, los santos nombres de Krishna. 
 
Gurudeva permítame, hoy en su Vyasapuya ofrecerle mis humildes reverencias a usted, quien es una 
alma liberada y vino a este mundo solamente a ayudar a personas tan bajas y caídas como yo porque es 
usted muy compasivo. 
 
Mi querido Gurudeva, gracias soy muy afortunada de tenerlo como mi maestro espiritual y por 
ayudarme a recorrer esta senda iluminando mi camino. 
 
Con mucho amor su más humilde sirviente. 
 
Manmohini devi dasi 
México 
 
 



My dearest Spiritual Father,  
 
Please accept my obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
  

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 

yasya prasādād bhagavat-prasādo 
yasyāprasādā na gatiḥ kuto 'pi 

 
"By the mercy of the spiritual master one is benedicted by the mercy of Kṛṣṇa. Without the grace of the 
spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement." We therefore pray to the spiritual master: 

 
mūkaḿ karoti vācālaḿ 

pańguḿ lańghayate girim 
yat-kṛpā tam ahaḿ vande 
śrī-guruḿ dīna-tāraṇam 

 
By the mercy of the guru, even a dumb man can become the greatest orator, and even a lame man can cross 
mountains. 
 
Gurudeva, you have indeed made me a confident orator. There is no one I cannot approach to connect them 
to Krishna. This is entirely the result of your mercy & kindness upon your helpless daughter. 
 
Whenever I am pushed down into the ocean of material suffering I cry out to you and you always reassure 
me. You are my anchor. You shower your blessings on this desperate soul. I simply cannot contemplate life 
without you Gurudeva. 
 
You are always encouraging & somehow I rally and carry on. I am determined to make your desire of me 
preaching more a reality and I intend to dedicate the rest of my years to pursuit of this with the sole aim of 
pleasing you. 
  
Thank you for giving me shelter. I am truly blessed to have you for my spiritual master. May I now become, 
truly become what you desire me to become. 
  
I especially want to thank you for allowing me & encouraging me to give Gauranga to all. It is such a 
wonderful service, helping others to start their journey back to Krishna. 
 
I always want to take this opportunity to thank you from the bottom of my heart for allowing me to serve 
you when in Goloka and for giving me your association. I wished I lived closer to you so I could serve you 
every day. I pray that I may always please you by sincere service. 
  
Thank you my very dear Spiritual Father.  
  
Hoping to serve you eternally, 
 

Manoharini Radha devi dasi 
Leeds, UK 



Dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to our beloved Founder-Acarya Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Of all the would-be physicians that come and go in this world you have endowed the true panacea for 
the spiritual disease of the world today. You administered the medicine of these Holy Names and give 
generous doses of life giving nectar by making it so nice for me to be engaged in Krsna's work. For us 
to continue in this movement I need to continue to tolerate so many things that will help keep Srila 
Prabhupada's and your vision for this movement strong. Please never allow me to lose this most 
precious spiritual gift that you have so mercifully given me. After all, I am to serve you eternally!  
 
Thank you very much!  
 
Trying to be the servant of the servant,  
 
Markandeya Rsi dasa 



Dear Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your service to your guru. 
  
I will try to learn loyalty from you. Your dedication to Srila Prabhupada is very beautiful. 
  
Thank you for your blessings and kindness. Due to your mercy and good wishes I am engaged in 
activities that have some purpose other than gratifying my mundane senses. I very much hope that I 
become worthy of these blessings and am allowed to do something that actually pleases you. 
  
I know a secret that I am going to reveal to anyone who reads your Vyasa puja book this year. All 
success can be obtained simply by chanting your name.  
 
Chanting your name and appreciating that you are a bona fide connection to Krsna’s lotus feet can and 
will give all power to anyone who does so with faith. Why is this so extra special? Because you are so 
kind and generous. You are perhaps the most forgiving and tolerant person out of many billions of 
people, and accept everyone so easily. 
  
The name of guru has all the power of Krsna behind it and more, because of Krsna’s will.  
  
So, even though I am filled with all flaws and am probably one of the worst demons you know, I chant 
your name and beg for mercy. Please take me home to be a tiny little servant of a servant… 
  
Your tiny follower, 
  
Mayapurcandra das 
Govardhana, India 



 Dear Guru Maharaja, 
 
Please accept our humble obediences. All glories to Srila Prabhupad. 
All glories to you on this auspicious occasion of your Vyas puja. 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, Guru Maharaja, for accepting such fallen souls 
like us at your lotus feet. We are truly blessed by Lord Krishna to receive the guidance of a spiritual 
master like you. You are easily approachable, merciful and blessing all your disciples by allowing each 
one of them to render spiritual service unto you. 
 
By your grace we are progressing spiritually, but get materially disturbed sometimes, thus ending up 
doing inattentive chanting. However, visiting you on all your visits to Fiji has been boosting us 
spiritually, thus our inattentive chanting is minimized to an unexpected level. Furthermore, Guru 
Maharaj with your grace we were able to convince some of our relatives to start chanting. It is a great 
happiness to see them at least chanting one round per day. Hence we are fortunate to have you as our 
spiritual father. Being up to date with your lectures on the net and your thoughts for the day keeps 
encouraging us to become spiritually stronger.  
 
Once again we would like to wish you a very happy Vyasa puja and pray to Krishna to provide us with 
that knowledge and the level of devotion that we can feel your presence even in your absence to 
maintain us spiritually. We are fortunate and proud to be your disciples. We are truly blessed by Srila 
Prabhupada and Lord Krishna to have you in our lives. Gurudeva ki jay! 
 
Your humble servants, 
 
Nanda Maharaj das 
Pradhana Gopika devi dasi 
Fiji 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Hare Krishna. 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. 
All glories to your lotus feet. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
On this special day of your life I would like to wish you a happy birthday. May it be a successful and 
very spiritual year for you, full of the deepest realizations. 
 
What to say. I haven't seen you in a few years. Probably because of some offence I made to your lotus 
feet and I feel a great loss because of separation from my greatest benefactor and well-wisher.  
I pray to Srila Prabhupada, Krishna and all others that feel capable in helping me regarding this 
problem to do whatever they can to help me restore this connection.  
 
First of all I felt most miserable for not feeling any attraction towards spirituality. I'm a great sinner 
who got the greatest gift of a spiritual master and throws it away like a peace of glass. Something that 
shines with rarest and greatest colors and bestows most beneficial energy is now lost to me and I have 
to do my best to get it back to my possession. This is one of my attempts to do so and I pray to all 
vaisnavas to pray for me regarding this great problem. 
 
Your lotus feet, Gurudeva are like the safe harbor where the soul can rest from the ocean of sinful 
desires and fill with wisdom and principles for the battles remaining. I hope to come back to that safe 
place again and again for renovation and consolation.  
 
In hope of receiving the mercy you bestow all the time I humbly lay lost and exhausted in front of your 
lotus feet begging for eyes that can see the truth and the wisdom to stay focused on it and to come back 
to it again and again.  
 
On this occasion when great souls like you bestow all kinds of blessings on us who are not that 
fortunate, please don't forget that I'm blind and incapable. 
 
Thank you for being my spiritual master even though I have no qualifications. Seems like that is my 
qualification for having that priceless jewel in my life that I've misplaced, being me. 
 
Happy birthday Gurudeva once again and may Krishna give you all that is necessary on your way and 
help you in most amazing ways. 
 
Thank you for existing. 
 
Hare Krishna. 
 
Nanda-tanuja das 
Zagreb, Croatia 



My dear Spiritual Father, 
  
Please accept my most respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on 
your most auspicious appearance day. 
  
You have been my Guru Maharaja, father and friend fifteen years now. During that time I have seen 
many changes happening in my own life, in your preaching mission and in ISKCON in general. One 
thing has remained the same; you have always been extremely supportive whether there has been a 
time of happiness or distress.  
 
This year we were blessed by you staying for the first time in our house during your visit in 
Finland.  We were happy to see the changes that have started to happen at the temple that allowed you 
to help the devotees here better and also made it possible to host bigger home programs than ever at our 
place.  
  
During your visit I especially remember one cold and windy day when we were discussing about the 
things causing distress in our lives and you explained how to understand these things from the spiritual 
point of view. We requested your blessings for one location in walking distance that had special 
meaning for us, and despite the bad weather you wanted to go out immediately. Your sannyasa robes 
were flying in the chilly wind and we were worried that you might catch a cold but you were 
determined to go and do it. This is a perfect example of how you are so willing to help your disciples 
that you are often neglecting your own personal comfort because of that.   
 
On your Vyasa-puja day we are praying  
to serve you more as a married couple and 
develop a spark of your compassion to other 
living entities. We are wishing you health and 
strength to continue your wonderful service 
for many, many years more to come. 
 
Your servant and daughter, 
 
Nandarani devi dasi 
Finland 
 
 



Hare Krsna Gurudeva! 
 
Thank you for your guidance in growing closer to Krsna. 
 
Nara Hari 
(Lilasuka dasi's sister) 
Austin, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances.   
All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
  
I kindly wish you a happy Vyasa puja and good health and that you keep blessing us by coming to our 
home every year, as you usually do! 
  
Thank you for giving me your spiritual shelter this year.  I listened to your class the other day about 
anger, and you were talking how it is sometimes justified, but it’s very wrong sometimes and you said 
there that when we are unclear about if it’s justified or unjustified that we ask ourselves the question: 
Will this anger of mine please Krishna or not? That particular sentence is the way I live now.  
  
Best wishes and I hope this letter of mine finds you in good health! 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Narayan  
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 
 



Dear Srila Bir Krishna Maharaj: 
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept our humble obeisances at your lotus feet.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
On the auspicious day of your appearance we pray Lord Krishna to bestow His mercy upon you so that 
you will be able to lead many people onto the spiritual and devotional path and to free themselves from 
the cycle of birth and death. Your dedication and persistent preaching in places all over the globe to 
spread the glories of Lord Krishna is truly exemplary. You travel to far places like Fiji simply to spread 
Krishna consciousness. You also undertake programs to help build homes for people with poverty in 
Brundavan area, programs for householders, and programs for college students.  
  
The only hope that can save people from the evil effects of the age of Kali is to take shelter of a guru 
like you who has completely dedicated his life for spreading Krishna consciousness.  
  
We are very fortunate to have you as our spiritual master. Many a time, we have observed that by the 
power of your eloquent expression of the message of Lord Krishna people, including the first time 
listeners, get inspired, become very attached to Lord Krishna and begin chanting the Hare Krishna 
mahamantra:  
  

Hare Krishna Hare Krishna Krishna Krishna Hare Hare 
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 

  
Very sincerely yours, 
  
Narottama das (Chakrapani Basavaraju) 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 
 
 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this 
auspicious day of your Vyasa puja. 
 
On this auspicious day a disciple talks about their spiritual growth. Gurudev, because of you we are in 
this spiritual family created by Srila Prabupada. Because of you and your inspiration, your visits and 
your hard work when you do not give up on us, on me, I actually have a sense of what spiritual life is 
supposed to be. 
 
Our life with you connects to Krishna via the conduit that Sirla Prabupada established and we have a 
purpose. You understood me well and knew it would be challenging for me to be always engaged, thus 
you took matters in your own hands and by the mercy of Giriraj structured and organized my life so 
that each day starts and ends with serving Giriraj with your help.  
 
I pray to Giriraj to help me serve you to the best of my ability so you can serve Giriraj to fulfill your 
mission of the school at Govardhan. 
 
Your servants, 
 
Navadwipa das 
Govindamohini dasi 
Radhe 
Kana 
Sydney, Australia 
 
 

     



Dear Bir Krishna Maharaja, 
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances at your feet.  
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to your dedicated service to the mission of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu in this world. 
 
On the occasion of your Vyasa puja  I would like to thank you for your service to our society of 
devotees and for your unwavering devotion and dedication to the standards of sadhana and other 
instructions of Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Even though I do not have much contact or association with you anymore, I think of you with 
admiration, gratitude and pride. Devotees like you carry the victory flag of Srila Prabhupada's 
movement. Thanks to the exemplary leaders like yourself, our ISKCON movement is stable and strong 
and younger generations of devotees are able to take shelter of and derive inspiration from it. Thank 
you for all your service and sacrifices. 
 
Your aspiring servant, 
 
Nitai-lila dasi  
Alachua, Florida, USA 
 
 
 
 



My dear Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept my humble obeisance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you. 
  
On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa puja, I would like to wish you all the best and thank you 
very much for claiming us conditioned souls and connecting us to the line of Srila Prabhupada in 
Krishna consciousness which goes all the way back to Krishna. 
  
Your continuous instructions and guidance are helping us a lot to fight against the clutches of maya, 
which is testing us in every breath of our lives and at times becomes really tough. But having you by 
our side we are easily able to overcome all calamities.  
  
You are not only our Spiritual Master but a true well-wisher, friend, family, mentor, and whether it be 
material or spiritual you are always there to show us the way through practical ways of handling things. 
  
With these few words, praying to Their Lordships Sri Sri Radha Golokabihari for your good health and 
long life so you can serve Srila Prabhupada’s mission longer and guide us all the way back home, back 
to Godhead. 
  
Your servants, 
  
Nityananda das 
Nartaki dasi 
Raghunath Gopal das 
ISKCON Suva 
Fiji Islands 
 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
  
The other day I was listening to you giving a live class and I was appreciating how to me, your voice 
means home; a cozy warm home filled with happy simplicity, and pure and simple love for Giriraja 
Govardhana. I am so grateful that for the whole of my life I’ve had the honor of having you as a 
spiritual grandfather.  
  
My parents like you, I like you, and through Prabhupada, you like Krsna, therefore, Krsna must be 
awesome. Thank you for that gift. 
  
Your servant, 
 
Padma Gopi dd 
Hilo, Hawaii 
 
 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 
 

namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 
nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine 

 
 
Dearest Srila Guru-Maharaj, 
 
Please accept our most respectful and humble dandavat pranams at the dust of your lotus feet. 
All glories to jagad-guru, Srila Prabhupada and all glories to Your Loving Divine Grace. 
 
Maharaj, on this most auspicious day, we wish you a very blissful Vyasa puja and pray to Shri Giri Raj 
Ji for many happy returns of this day. 
 
Guru-Maharaj, you not only have passion for your spiritual activities to please Srila Prabhupada, Guru 
Parampara, and Gauranga, but most outstanding compassion for your disciples, especially fallen 
disciples like us.  Your power to tolerate is incomparable, which we admire the most. Maharaj, though 
we always have the guilt that we are unable to render services to your expectation, we see a ray of hope 
in you as our savior in every aspect of our life.  Maharaj, we do not have the words to express our 
indebtedness to you and beg for your mercy to always remember your lotus feet and increase our desire 
to serve your lotus feet. 
 
Srila Gurudev, you have become most important part of our family and we beg for your mercy to 
continue trying to support the mission of His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.         
 
Maharaj, we pray for your good health and beg for your mercy to advance in the service of Guru and 
Krishna.    
 
All glories to Srila Gurudev on this most auspicious day of Vyasa puja. 
 
Srila Bir Krishna Das Goswami Gurudev Maharaj Ki Jai! Hare Krishna. 
 
We beg to be your sincere servants, 
 
Pandu das Adhikari 
Kunti devi dasi 
Bhakta Krishnal 
Bhakta Prishneel 
Nadi, Fiji 
 



My dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance we beg to speak a few words of appreciation. 
 
Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
We are extremely fortunate to have received your association in this life. To come in contact with you was the 
greatest blessing for us. During the tender age of adolescence you opened our eyes and hearts and accepted us as 
a part of your family. We are so lucky to be your children. 
 
At the age where confusion, flickering minds and unsure about reality entered, you brought a very concise, 
applicable and joyful process for us to follow. Your simple yet deep understanding taught us how to practically 
live our lives both spiritually and materially. We are eternally indebted to you for this. 
 
Sometimes we face challenges in our life and service. At those times, when we think of you you appear to us, 
guiding us as if you're present before us. We remember your instructions and the difficult becomes very easy. 
 
With your blessings we are sharing harinam sankirtan to many parts of the world. The people are accepting it 
very nicely. We just finished a tour in South America and are heading to the Phillipines. The people of India are 
the most receptive. We seek your blessings that we may please you through our humble efforts.  
 
The practical instructions that you have taught us keep us happy and healthy. We hope your words remain 
deeply engrained in our minds and hearts forever. 
 
Your acceptance of us, whether we are right or wrong, how you smile with reassurance gives us a glimmer that 
we too have hope. That hope is what keeps us going. That hope that you love us. That hope that you have 
accepted us somehow.  
 
Srila Gurudeva, we pray that somehow we may please you. Although we are full of faults we pray that we may 
serve you and thereby help you in your mission to serve your beloved Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Today we pray that all your wishes may come true. You are the savior of the fallen and so merciful. Surely 
Krsna will grant all you desire. 
 
We remember how much you used to like pizza Srila Girudeva and so we all loved pizza. But now we know that 
you love quinoa, so we love quinoa too. Isn't that so cool! 
 
Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
We can't wait to see you again. We can't wait to sit at the feet of your beloved Giriraj with you. 
 
All glories to your divine appearance. 
All glories to Your Divine Grace. 
 
Your children, 
 
Param & Gaura 
Kishori, Kana & Radhe 
Sri Vrindavan Dham & Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who is very dear to  
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master,  

servant of Sarasvati Gosvami. You are kindly preaching the message of  
Lord Caitanya-deva and delivering the Western countries,  

which are filled with impersonalism and voidism. 
 

Also, 
 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  
Srila Bir Krishna das Goswami, who is very dear to 
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances to my swan-like spiritual master,  

who is very dear to Srila Prabhupada because he is faithfully repeating  
his message with great  purity and determination. 

 “FAITHFULLY REPEATING SRILA PRABHUPADA’S MESSAGE TO THE WESTERN WORLD WITH 

PURITY AND DETERMINATION!” 

That is your greatest quality. This is the gift you have given me for which I am most thankful. You 
have been a window, repeating only what your guru has given you. That is a true blessing to all of us. 
How can one ever repay you for that gift and example? 

 It seems, to me, the best gift a disciple can give the spiritual master is a life well lived in service of 
Krishna. 

It seems to me that anytime I want to, I can find out what you are doing with the few clicks of a mouse. 
I can listen to a class of yours, see your photos, or view your itinerary.  Mystic powers aside, you may 
not know what I have been doing. As I said in last year’s offering: For us disciples who are living far 
away, our offerings would be a good time each year to communicate with you about how we have been 
doing and about our spiritual progress (if any in my case). That said, here is what has been going on 
with me: 

 1. Just before Christmas of last year, I ended a new type of scientific treatment for the chronic disease 
(karma) I had been suffering with for the last 39-years of my life. By Krishna’s mercy, the treatment 
was successful! Now that my body is fit and is as healthy as any 60-year-old person’s body can be, I 
realize now just how sick I really was. Every day before I lived in New Goloka, every day I lived there, 
and every day thereafter until say March of 2015, was a desperate struggle for me. Pain in all my joints 
and sever fatigue were my main symptoms. My wife says I have so much patience now; it is living 
with another person. My life before, all I knew was: If I did not push myself, I’d never do anything. 
Now, due to Krishna’s causeless mercy, I am CURED of this dis-ease. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, KRISHNA! 



 2. You must know too that I feel the separation of the association of devotees. Krishna and the 
devotees are always at the forefront of my brain. I like to think that I am serving in separation. My 
prayer is to live long enough to return to the association of devotees and to serve Krishna full time 
again someday. Until then, all I have been able to do is send 10% of my meek little income for Lord 
Krishna’s service and to His servants. A strange thing happened this year. I was just giving 10% of my 
income to Krishna without my wife’s knowledge. Then she found out!!! I was in trouble for keeping 
this secret from her, but then she said, “Maybe I want to send 10% of my income too! Have you ever 
thought of that?”  No, I hadn’t thought of that. Now we give 10% of our combined income. The strange 
thing is: Now that we are both doing it, our business has thrived like anything! 

 3. I have been keeping the nature of our business a secret from you due to embarrassment. The strange 
thing is, I have learned a lot of things by running this business; things which may be useful in the 
future.  

 4. When I lived in Alachua, my next door neighbor was a devotee known as Prabhupada das. I never 
knew it at the time, but he was on the sannyas waiting list. The thing is: Prabhupada das has a bodily 
resemblance VERY similar to yours. He looks so much like you being dressed in saffron that I would 
often have to do a double-take when first seeing him in the morning. He came from a Jewish 
background and grew-up in the New York City metropolitan area. He and I became rather friendly. It 
was like having you living next door to me. It felt as if Krishna put Prabhupada das in my life to be 
your representative in abstentia. Like you, he gives great classes. I could find no fault in him. Perhaps 
you may know of some past transgressions of his but I never saw any. I was wondering if there was 
anything you could do to help him? He is too humble to even think about it, but perhaps you could 
encourage him to put himself out as a spiritual master. I think he would make a good one.     

 5. My wife has just recently been diagnosed with Stage 3a Melanoma! I do not know what to think 
about that. 

 6. Also, my wife has been studying with two Jehovah’s Witnesses for about a year now. She has 
rejected their teachings, but she still cannot quite get Krishna consciousness either. She continues to 
study with them, she says, in an effort to get them to see what a crazy cult they are both involved in. 
The JW’s Governing Body (7-white men) are their supreme spiritual authority.  These seven members 
of their Governing Body have changed the bible to make themselves (the G.B.) into the supreme 
spiritual authority over not just the JWs, but the population of the whole world. If these two JWs did 
not take some of their beliefs so serious, their beliefs would almost be laughable. For example: They do 
not believe in reincarnation, the soul being different from the body; yet, they believe the arc angel 
Michael incarnated himself as Lord Jesus and in 1914 was crowned king and he began ruling in heaven. 
Another strange thing is, the JWs do not accept blood transfusions because God says you are not to eat 
the blood of an animal, yet eating meat is a-ok with them! In fact, you are suspect if you do not eat 
animal flesh. Their bastardized bible has translated “thou shalt not kill” to “You must not murder a 
human being”. I could go on-and-on, but they do do some things we devotees could learn from:  

They are experts at spouting their bastardized scriptures (ours are not bastardized).  To be a JW, you 
must attend a bible study at the Kingdom Hall for two-plus hours three times a week. I wish I knew the 
Bhagavad Gita as well as they know their bible. Also, once a week for 2-hours, the JWs must attend a 
class in which they learn the art of book distribution. Their Governing Body lets them know about new 
successful methods for preaching door-to-door. Also, the JWs practice book distribution upon each 
other by role playing. The JWs can spin circles around a normal Christian’s knowledge of the bible. 
But since I reject their extremely bastardized translation of the bible, as well as the authenticity of the 



bible itself, they think I am the spawn of Satan. They will not even let me attend their meetings with 
my wife! 

All-in-all, their bastardized scripture really makes me so thankful to Srila Prabhupada for giving us the 
Bhagavad Gita As It Is, and all his other books. We are so lucky to have had a pure devotee translate 
our scriptures from the original language into English in our lifetime. 

7.  By the way, the library in Athens has a copy of Srila Prabhupada’s 1972 edition of The Bhagavad 
Gita As It Is. The translations in it do not seem to match-up with the 1996 edition I have. Has someone 
changed things? If so, are we becoming like the JWs? I have memorized many slokas in English from 
the 1996 version. Which version’s slokas in English would Srila Prabhupada want me to memorize 
slokas from?  

8. On the ISKCON political front, from what I know about the Krishna West method of preaching, I 
am all for it. I never could fold a dhoti properly. It was always very embarrassing having my ghost-
like-white upper thighs visible for all to see. When I lived in Alachua, except on Holidays, I would 
wear a clean white kurta, white yogi pants, and the sacred clay markings. I felt I was being more honest 
to myself. I am not saying we should just wear any-ole-thing, but if the devotees using the Krishna 
West method of preaching stay true to Srila Prabhupada and be themselves, I think it will attract a lot 
more devotees. People are turned-off by the foreign dress. If people are given a chance, and attracted to 
Krishna and the movement, then they may adopt the proper dress by themselves, just because they 
want to, and because it will feel right to them.  

However, the Krishna West method of preaching must be honest and stay true to Srila Prabhupada. If 
you will remember, I got my first book and was cheated out of about $40 in the Chicago Airport in 
1977 by a “devotee” wearing a suit-and-tie and a long-haired wig. I was jet lagged, hungry for spiritual 
literature, and I approached the “devotee” before he got to me.  The whole exchange left a bad taste in 
my mouth, I refused to read the book for over two years because the devotee took advantage of my jet 
lag, and he because he “changed-me-up”—cheated me!  Devotees must stay honest to Srila Prabhupada, 
honest with themselves, and honest with the public.  

WISHING YOU MANY MORE REVOLUTIONS AROUND THE SUN PLANET, 

Your truly fallen disciple, 
 
Parasurama das 
Athens, Georgia, USA 
 
 
 
 



Dear Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to you and to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Happy appearance day to my glorious spiritual master! 
 
A year went by in a breeze. It was like yesterday when we celebrated your last year's Vyasa puja day 
and again there is an opportunity to express my gratitude to you. 
 
This year I have been thinking of you very intensely while doing my preaching service here in Slovenia. 
Very quickly I realized how unqualified I am for this service and yet how by the mercy of you, my 
spiritual master things are unfolding in a wonderful way. 
 
More than ever I see how fortunate I was to get your kind association and training for so many years 
and how much care and attention you gave me. 
 
Your personal example of a Krishna conscious devotee is so fresh and strong in my mind, as I had a 
chance to see you on a day to day basis in countless challenging circumstances. A true devotee like you 
is a living example of the Bhagavatam as he manifests its principles in all his activities. These 
impressions are very strong in my mind and therefore I know how you would behave in different 
situations. This is my great treasure that cannot be taken away. It is so pacifying and it gives me great 
strength. My gratitude to you grows with each passing day. 
 
I am obliged by your loving care and attention to try to give it to others in a similar way that I received 
it from you. It is selfless love that is coming from Krishna, and you so transparently give it to your 
disciples. I feel the weight of it and I must try to pass it further, however imperfect at this point. 
 
Please kindly keep me engaged in this service of reaching out to others and sharing Krishna 
consciousness! I beg for your blessings to be able to continue doing this service with greater strength 
and purity. 
 
Please always allow me to serve you somehow, for this is the only reality in this world. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Prema manjari dasi 
Slovenia 



Dear Srila Gurudeva! 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you! 
 
I wish you a very happy birthday and Vyasa puja. I would like to thank you for every kind word, 
advice and moment you've ever taken for me and my family. 
 
Please stay healthy! 
 
Your servant, 
 
Prithi 
Ljubljana, Slovenia 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
Todas las glorias a mi divino Maestro Espiritual! 
Todas las glorias a Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Mi querido Gurudeva, por favor acepte mis humildes reverencias a sus pies de loto es este día tan 
auspicioso de su divina aparición. 
 
Gurudeva ciertamente estoy muy feliz de tener una guía maravillosa como la suya, usted es un ejemplo 
a seguir para todas aquellas personas que ya están cansadas de padecer el triple sufrimiento de esta 
existencia material.  
 
A través de todos estos años Gurudeva me he aferrado firmemente sus pies de loto dentro de mi 
corazón y sus instrucciones siempre las tengo presentes dentro de mi mente. 
 
Pero, Gurudeva con mi mente malvada ¿qué puedo yo decir de sus divinas cualidades? usted siempre, a 
cada momento está sirviendo a sus Señorías Radha y Krishna y a Su Divina Gracia Srila Prabhupada y 
por donde quiera que va solo es por su infinita misericordia y por compasión a las almas pe- 
caninosas como yo, para  predicar el mensaje del Señor Caitanya y del Señor Nityananda y hacernos un 
llamado de que el objetivo de esta vida es el de revivir nuestra relación con Krishna y regresar con El, 
de regreso al hogar, a su servicio eterno. 
 
Mi querido Gurudeva le oro humildemente para que por su misericordia pueda yo servir sus divinos 
pies de loto vida tras vida, ya que el servicio al devoto puro de Krishna es más auspicioso que servir 
directamente a Krishna.  
Gracias Gurudeva por haberme tomado bajo su cuidado. 
 
Felicidades Gurudeva y que siempre lo tengamos con nosotros. 
Como una vara me postro a sus pies de loto. 
 
Su humilde sirviente, 
  
Prithu dasa 
México D.F: 
 



Dear Guru Maharaj, 
 
Please accept our most humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 
All glories to you on the occasion of your Vyasa puja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
On this most auspicious day of your appearance, we would like to thank you very much for everything 
you have done for us. We feel more happy as we can focus more on the spiritual path. 
You have given the highest knowledge in such a simple manner to us that saved us from material 
existence. 
 
Your instructions are guiding us at every moment and give strength and inspire us to carry on in 
Krishna consciousness. This opportunity makes us advance spiritually and thus increases our love for 
Krishna. 
 
Guru Maharaj, we offer our loyalty and love; you are my spiritual master and param guru. 
Please forgive us for any offenses and inabilities that we may have committed in your worship. 
Srila Gurudev, kindly bless these unfortunate servants so that we may be able to feel your association 
in our hearts. 
 
Your servants, 
 
Radhasarhan 
Sacimati 
Gaurangi 
Sachin 
Suva , Fiji 
 
 



Dear Sri Sri Sri His Divine Grace, Tridandi Goswami Srila Bir Krishna Maharaj: 
  
All glories to Sri Radha-Golokananda, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and Srila Prabhupada. 
  

om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya 
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah 

  
I offer my respectful obeisances to you for opening my eyes, 

which were covered by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge. 
  
We are impressed with your continued service to Sri Radha-Golokananda for many years. You have set 
an example in preaching the message of Lord Krishna to many communities in the world.  We are very 
grateful for your service to Lord Sri Krishna and for guiding your disciples in the path of devotion. 
You have excellent capabilities and determination to spread the message of the Lord.  We are very 
thankful for your deep insight and for your help to all of us. 
  
Your knowledge of Bhagavad-gita, Caitanya Caritamruta, Bhagavatam and other scriptures is very 
deep and with your mercy, we are able to progress spiritually.  You are a great leader in ISKCON and 
you have been well-respected by the whole ISKCON community and disciples. 
  
You have worked very hard and you are responsible for all of the great improvements in New Goloka. 
We look forward to the successful completion of our new temple. We are most happy to chant the 
following mahamantra: 
  

Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare 
Hare Rama Hare Rama Rama Rama Hare Hare 

  
May Lord Sri Krishna and Srimati Radharani show Their mercy and support to your beloved mission 
of spreading the Hari Nama sankirtan in this world.  My family members and I offer our respectful 
congratulations, best wishes, and obeisances to you on this happy occasion of your appearance day and 
we wish you happiness, good health, and spiritual enlightenment.  
  
Your disciple and humble servants, 
  
Ramanuja das (Sekhara Rao Basavaraju) 
Suvarna Latha Basavaraju 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 
 



Dear Guru Maharaja! 
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet!  
All glories to Srila Prabhupada and Guru Parampara! 
All glories to Your Divine Grace and your divine name! 
 
I congratulate you with your appearance day! I wish you good soundness so that you could proceed 
with your important mission, which was passed to you by our beloved teacher Srila Prabhupada. 
With great love and devotion you give us that knowledge through lecture and darshans, which are so 
important to us. Because only by following your instructions do we gradually step on the path which 
fills us with love of God. Thank you very much for that. And also for the patience and mercy for me, 
which only grows year after year despite my scanty advancements. 
 
You never seem to stop reminding about the main goal – chanting of the Holy Name, which meaning 
discloses only in sincere repeat. Maybe with your help this meaning will be disclosed to me as well. 
I feel very lucky that coming to Slovenia I can not only see you, but see how you serve Srila 
Prabhupada with sincere love during puja! Everything and everybody around, especially our hearts, are 
filled with nectar! 
 
Thank you very much for not rejecting me and allowing me to be your disciple! Thank you for 
inspiring me to continue chanting and serving! It is a great fortune to be your disciple, to be in the 
shade of your lotus feet!  
 
Your unworthy servant, 
 
Rangini dasi 
Italy & Lublani, Slovenia 
 
 
 



Todas las glorias Srila Prabhupada. 
 

nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

 
namas te sarasvate deve gaura-vani-pracarine 

nirvisesa-sunyavadi-pascatya-desa-tarine 
 
Todas las glorias a Bir Krsna Das Goswami. 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
O Gurudev, bendito este gran día en el cual se festeja a una gran alma como usted. 
Bendito el universo que se ajustó en lo auspicioso para que usted llegara en ese momento. 
Bendito Srila Prabhupada que lo instrulló de tal manera de la cual continúa transmitiéndole el amor por 
Krsna. 
Bendito Sri Krsna que siempre está presente en su mente y su corazón. 
Bendito Bir Krsna Dasa Goswami, que me ha llenado de dicha y felicidad al trasmitirme el amor por 
Krsna con sus instrucciones de cantar los santos nombres  Hare Krishna, Hare Rama. 
 
Gurudev espero y deseo que este su día este lleno de felicidad y plenitud, festejando su día en 
compañía de los devotos vaisnavas. Le agradezco eternamente el permitirme amarlo, venerarlo y 
glorificarlo. 
Pongo mi fé en mi querido Sri Krsna, para que lo conserve muchísimos años más aquí con nosotros. 
¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡MUCHÍSIMAS FELICIDADES!!!!!!!!!! 
¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡¡JAYA BIR KRSNA DASA GOSWAMI!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
Se despide de usted, 
 
Su sirviente, 
 
Rasa Vihary dasa 
México 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisance unto your lotus feet. 
All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories to you Gurudeva.  
 
Gurudeva, you are such a kind-hearted and selfless person with so much compassion, love and care for 
fallen devotees like me. Despite being busy in preaching and serving Srila Prabhupada's mission, you 
are able to take time out for us individually. Gurudeva, I have personally witnessed situations where 
you have exhibited the above qualities. Gurudeva, you have been traveling all over the globe to see the 
well-being of your disciples and their spiritual life. While doing so you have come across so many 
discomforts but have never shown that externally. You have never complained about the difficulty, 
about how hard and challenging it is to travel around, and that too alone, without any personal servants, 
and being so austere as you take just fruits and nuts for hours during long journeys.  
 
Gurudeva, you are so dear to Srimati Radharani as you are always Krishna conscious and no external 
matter or situation is able to hinder your consciousness. 
 
We feel so fortunate to have taken shelter at your lotus feet. It’s only by your mercy that today my 
family is intact and it has been your prayers, Gurudeva, that have been heard by Krishna. 
 
Gurudeva, I beg to always remain at your lotus feet. 
 
Your fallen servant, 
 
Sakhi devi dasi 
Suva, Fiji Island 
 



nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale 
srimate bhaktivedanta-svamin iti namine 

 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  
 
 
Hare Krishna Gurudeva,  
 
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja I humbly request you to always guide me in spiritual life 
and to keep me in the shelter of your lotus feet. 
 
I pray for your good health and long life. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Sanatan das  
Suva, Fiji Island 
 



Dearest Gurudev, 
 
Please accept my respectful obeisances.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Year after year you serve Radha Golokananda in selfless austerity. 
 
You bring thousands of people closer to their eternal natures as spirit souls, as devotees of the Divine 
Couple. 
 
May you have many many more years of happy service and blissful devotion to Their Lordships. 
Hoping your Vyasa puja is the best ever and that you are enjoying in the association of the dear 
vaishnavas. 
 
 
Hoping to remain, 
Your servant, 
 
Saranam dasi 
New York, New York 
 
 
 



Dear Gurudeva! 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. 

 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  
 
 
This year again I got the great opportunity to see you at Govardhan, the most beautiful spiritual place in 
the universe. By your mercy only I am able to get a glimpse of that beauty and great fortune of that 
opportunity. 
 
When you talk about Krishna and you give your mercy and good wishes, then we can also get a little 
taste, devotion and love for the divine couple Radha and Krishna in Vrindavan. 
 
Then you also came here. Every year you come and I get that great opportunity to cook for you. One 
time I told you that I don't like to cook anymore but I did anyway. After that I realized that I am very 
attached to serve you like this and I love it very much. This is my great happiness. 
 
When I remember you, your great enthusiasm to help others, to give them Krishna, and your love you 
have for Radha and Krishna and the devotees. When I remember you like this, then I may also get a 
glimpse of that taste. 
 
Again you saved me from getting crazy when my husband disappeared for 5 weeks. 
 
And again you helped me out of my trouble that I got in my relationship with other devotees. I wish 
and pray to you that I can somehow please you and give up bad habits. I pray that I can remember your 
instructions and increase my taste for hearing and chanting and my taste for serving Radha 
and Krishna. And then please let me have good relationships with the devotees, that I can give a good 
example, and help others in their Krishna consciousness. 
 
Thank you very much dear Gurudeva. 
 
Your lowly servant, 
 
Saumyarupa dd 
ISKCON, BBT 
Korsnas Gard, Sweden 
 
 



om ajana- trimirandhasya jnananjana- salakaya 
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri- gurava namah. 

 
namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  

srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  
 

namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  
su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 

 
Dear Gurudeva, 
                         
Please accept our humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. On this most auspicious day of your 
appearances we thank you profusely for what you have given us. You are always worried about our 
welfare because we are always forgetful conditioned souls. You are the ocean of mercy and kindness. 
You showed us how to chant, dance and be happy, how to eat only prasadam and get purified. You 
have come to this mortal world to save so many conditioned souls like us. 
                       
During your visit to Sacramento you inspired and guided us when we were trapped in the three modes 
of nature. By our own will we are nothing; only by your association we are able to serve in Lord 
Caitanya's movement. You gave us profound and perfect instructions on how to engage our self in 
distributing Srila Prabhupada's transcendental literature. It's only by your grace we are able to distribute 
books in the team which is called Team Yamuna Mayi. Please continue to guide us and use us as your 
instruments. Your mercy is all that we are made of. 
 
Happy Vyasa puja Gurudeva. 
 
Yours most insignificant servants, 
 
Shukala devi dasi, 
Nilacala das, 
Sudharma devi dasi,  
Ranjini devi dasi. 
Sacramento, California 
  
 



Our dearest spiritual father, 
 
Please accept our humble obeisances! 
  
You empower and inspire us. 
You are driven by love for all. 
Your heart is situated in timeless Goverdhan, 
your intelligence searches out timely strategies  
tuning into time, place and people 
so that they can receive your message: 
eternal in essence with ever fresh packaging -  
spiced with hilarious humor  
which lightens up our hearts and oxygenizes our blood. 
  
You make us laugh at ourselves and our material delusions, 
and above all you make us love you and Gaura-Nitai 
by connecting us with Their munificent mission. 
You lead out of compassion and by your example. 
You are the kind of leader our times and our hearts need.  
You’re are our IT guru: Intelligent and Timely! 
Thank you for saving us. We love you! 
  
Your eternal children, 
 
Sita dd & Radharadhya das 
 

 
 
 
 



Hare Krishna Guru Maharaj, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
On this auspicious day, I wish for your long, happy life and good health. 
 
Thank you Maharaj for giving your association to all of us here in Helsinki, Finland. In the past one 
year, Helsinki congregation has seen mixed developments; hopefully by your continued visits and 
guidance Finland congregation will also bloom soon enough.  
 
Please forgive me for inconveniencing you when you were about to fly away from here (and your 
entire stay here and tolerating me).  
 
Thank you for sharing your valuable and timely inputs. 
 
Your servant & aspiring devotee, 
 
Sri Govinda das 
Helsinki, Finland 
 



Dear Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept our humble obeisances, 
  
Thank you for being our Guru Maharaj and taking us out of this material world. 
  
Have a blessed Vyasa puja day. 
  
Your fallen and lowly servants, 
  
Sumukha das 
Manjumukhi devi dasi 
Suva City, Fiji Islands 
 



om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya  
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah 

 
 

namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace  
Srila Bir Krishna das Goswami, who is very dear to 
Lord Krishna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet. 

 
I offer my respectful obeisances to my swan-like spiritual master,  

who is very dear to Srila Prabhupada because he is faithfully repeating  
his message with great purity and determination. 

 
 
 
Dearest Gurudev, 
 
Hare Krishna. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Wishing you a very happy and auspicious birthday and Vyasa-puja Gurudev. 
 
Thank you Gurudev, for your unlimited kindness, generosity, your guidance, and everlasting mercy, 
and blessings. Thank you for supporting me and encouraging me in all my endeavours.  
 
It’s been about ten years since I took shelter at your lotus feet as your disciple. I always thought that the 
first point of contact I had with you was when you visited me in my dream. And I heard your name for 
the first time ever...also in my dream!  
 
But, did you know? You actually helped me out way before that dream... and I didn't even know it! My 
mother told me some years after my initiation... that they had visited Sri Krishna Kaliya temple seeking 
a solution to their Australian daughter's problem. There they met a visiting Guru Maharaja who advised 
her what to do in Australia. That was you of course... and you were advising me, of course! 
 
Oh, and for the record I did do as you suggested, I took your advice. :) 
 
The result of that was extremely auspicious... I was to become your disciple in a very short time after 
that. How nice! 
 
So Gurudev, you helped me way before I ever knew you, thanks a million, trillion times. It is my good 
fortune and greatest blessing that I came to know and take shelter from such a compassionate soul such 
as you. I know I have said it before but I will say it again. Gurudev, you mean the world to me and so 
much more. 
 
 



So, here I am after ten years or so and still taking your guidance and still chanting Hare Krishna. And I 
am thinking, how can I ever express my gratitude? Is there service that I could ever do to thank you? 
How does one repay and thank someone who gives them Lord Krishna himself?  
 
You said I should dream of Krishna more... and I did. You said I should try to come to Mayapur and 
Govardhan when you are there to guide your disciples. I did. You came in my dream to warn me that 
my door remained unlocked and there was danger of burglary occurring... I woke up and checked the 
door at once... and yes...  it was unlocked... I mean you don't even have to say it. You just come in my 
dream and give out instructions... somehow it all works out... and I get so amazed. Somehow or other I 
get empowered to achieve things I never thought I would. 
 
When these amazing things happen I suddenly realize that you are not an ordinary soul... but in fact... 
you are one of the greatest souls walking on this planet right now... sent by Srimati Radhrani in the 
loving devotional service of Lord Krishna for the benefit of conditioned souls like us. I mean we are 
given this information in classes and our books but to actually experience this with actual incidences. 
Now that is a whole new story! I think how lucky we are to know you, to receive your association. I 
think how lucky I was to be accepted as your disciple... and you interact with us so ordinarily and so 
simply. We forget and get taken in by this deceptive veneer and interact in kind. How foolish we are.  
 
Want to know the latest one? You came in my dream and told me to lose 5 kgs! Maybe, this will be 
one instruction of yours that I can not fulfill... I cant even lose 1kg... I am hoping that you meant lose 
5kg weight in my luggage whenever I travel somewhere... I should have asked you that straightaway... 
that's so funny. 
 
I know that you will not hesitate to bless your disciples so that they go back to Godhead. However, it is 
my desire to be of service to you and Srila Prabhupada in any way that I can, however small. You have 
already asked us to make that wish to the desire tree at Govinda Kunda in Govardhan. I am hoping that 
one day you will give me the same blessings... because... in the Nectar of Devotion it says: 

 
In the Caitanya-caritāmṛta (Madhya 19.151) it is said, “By the mercy of the spiritual 
master, who is a pure devotee, and by the mercy of Kṛṣṇa, one can achieve the platform 
of devotional service. There is no other way." 

 
So, Gurudev your blessings and your mercy is what I need. That is the only way. There is no other way. 
 
Please accept my humble apologies for any offences intentionally or unintentionally which I may have 
committed at anytime. I beg to always remain your humble servant. 
 
Hare Krishna Gurudev. 
 
With obeisances, 
Your servant, 
 
Syamapriya devi dasi 
Sydney, Australia. 



My Dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories, all glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to 
you! 
 
I wish you a happy and healthy Vyasa-puja and I pray that Krishna continues to give you the strength 
to continue Prabhupada's mission of delivering us fallen souls, of which I am the most fallen. I am well 
aware that any spiritual advancement I make with my feeble attempts is only possible through your 
divine mercy, and for that I can never repay you. 
 
I am very grateful to have you in my life and even more grateful for all of your valuable time that you 
give to me and my family.  
 
Your eternal servant, 
 
Tota-Gopinatha dasa 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 



Dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my obeisances on this most auspicious occasion of your appearance.  
All glories to Your Divine Grace. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Happy appearance day! This year has really been a chutney year. Intensely sweet and intensely hot. 
Intensely sweet in that we've been in the fire of preaching like never before and intensely hot in that 
Lord Krishna has really turned up the fire of purification like never before, especially trying to loosen 
the grip on the desire for wanting credit and recognition for any service. I just really want to thank you 
for being so supportive thru it all, guiding me thru the landmines and always stressing compassion and 
empathy rather than friends and enemies.  
 
Thank you for keeping me engaged in helping others - especially exciting is this window of 
opportunity opening up again of so many interested young people. I feel very blessed to be able to do 
this serious service on Krishna and Guru's behalf and also feeling the weight of responsibility. The 
weight that will drag me back to Godhead.  
 
Thank you unlimitedly, 
 
Your servant, 
 
Mother Tulasi 
New Goloka 



Dearest Gurudeva, 
  
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 
  
On this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja, I pray for your health & happiness. 
  
Thank you for your advice & being there for me, especially in the recent months when my father left 
this world. It was comforting & I really appreciated your concern. 
  
 Your daughter, 
 
Tulasi devi dasi 
Sydney, Australia 
 



Dearest Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 
 
Hare Krsna! Happy Appearance Day!!!!! Jay Sri Radhe! Jaya Golokananda! Jaya Giriraj! 
 
Gurudeva, you are like a divine blanket wrapped around all of your disciples and I dare not even think 
what would I do in this material world, or where would I be if you didn’t take the austerity to come to 
Estonia all those years ago. You are always here for us, and this is such a big act of mercy that Krsna 
sent you to us. 
 
Thanks to your lectures and association I can see that it isn’t at all so difficult to be grounded and still 
have a steady focus on one’s spiritual life. This is what I’m especially thankful for, because it is so easy 
to become either too sentimental or too rational. You teach us so nicely what it means to follow in the 
footsteps of the previous acharyas and Srila Prabhupada, and at the same time how to use our head to 
survive in this world. Now I can only pray that some day I can go to your favorite place – to 
Govardhan – while you are there... I think this would make this silly life of mine the best example how 
Lord Krsna, Lord Gauranga and Lord Nityananda’s mercy flows indiscriminately on every fallen and 
conditioned soul in this Kali-yuga through one’s spiritual master. 
 
Please take care of your health, 
Forever indebted to you, 
 
Your daughter, 
 
Tulasi-manjari dasi 
Estonia 
 
 



Para mi Guru Maharajá,  
 
Usted a sido tan bondadoso conmigo permítame ofrecer mis respetuosas reverencias 
querido Gurudeva. 
 
Ha pasado el tiempo y parece que fue ayer cuando escuche su voz por primera vez. 
 
Su voz es tan hermosa que al escucharla me di cuenta que usted iba a ser y seguirà siendo muy 
importante en mi vida me di cuneta de que usted sería mi amado maestro espiritual. 
 
Hoy en dìa quiero la fè en Sri Krsna y en usted pasan los días, hora y minutos y es una pauta para 
recordar a nuestra señorìa y a usted estoy màs convencida de que sòlo Krsna es mi señor, es mi todo y 
usted su representante le agradezco y hoy en este su dìa de su viasapuya tan espiritual quiero reforzar 
mis votos porque siempre en cualquier circunstancia y quiero ser su sirviente como usted lo fue de 
Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Gurudeva bendígame para siempre tener a gracia y la actitud de un devoto de Krsna. 
 
Su sirvienta eterna, 
 
Urmila d.d. 
Mexico 
 
 
 



My dear Srila Gurudeva, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. 
 
It is so wonderful to see you year after year endeavoring to please your spiritual master, Srila 
Prabhupada. You hold his pleasure above your own and make it your mission to work towards 
strengthening and expanding this ISKCON movement for his pleasure. For all of this dedication we 
know that you are very dear to His Divine Grace and therefore one of the most fortunate souls on this 
planet. Please bless me to follow in your footsteps and to make Srila Prabhupada's instruction my life 
and soul. 
 
Your fallen servant, 
 
Uttara devi dasi 
New Goloka 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 
 
 
 



Hare Krisna , acepte mis humildes reverencias.  
 
Quiero agradecerle por toda la misericordia que nos da y por todo lo que nos enseña. Sinceramente 
usted me ha ofrecido su misericordia desde siempre y estoy muy contenta con eso. Sin embargo sé que 
no hemos hablado mucho. Espero tener más tiempo para poder hablar más con usted, ya que es algo 
muy bonito y que siempre me deja alguna enseñanza.  
 
Espero que tenga un muy feliz cumpleaños, me despido con mis más humildes reverencias 
 
Vedapriya dd 
Cancún, México 
 



namah om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale  
srimate bir krsna das goswamin iti namine  

 
namo hamsa nikasaya prabhupada priyaya te  

su drdha suddhi nistabhyam tasya vakyanuvadine 
 
 
Dear Gurudeva. 
 
I write this as an unqualified aspiring disciple of yours. You were merciful enough to give me shelter 
when I asked for it. I have yet truly used the shelter you are giving me. I am drowning and am yelling 
“Help! Help!”, but when you reach out your hand I turn around and keep struggling. Fortunately, for 
me, you reach out and grab me by the scruff of my neck and drag me towards Krsna. 
 
Through your kindness and empathy for all living creatures you inspire me to come closer to Krsna. 
When I have asked for advice you suggested that I listen to Srila Prabhupada. You could have said 
“listen to my lectures,” but your humility and devotion to Srila Prabhupada is always present. I have 
seen you on many occasions accept your disciples on whatever platform they are on and try to lift them 
up to serve Srila Prabhupada and Krsna. You are merciful, compassionate, and always have your 
disciples’ best interests in mind.  
 
May I one day truly be worthy of the shelter that you are giving, even when I am unwilling to accept it. 
 
Your servant, 
 
Visnujana dasa 
Portland, Oregon  
 
 
 
 



Todas las glorias a Srila Prabhupada. 
 
Todas las glorias a Bir Krsna Das Goswami. 
 
Por favor acepte mis humildes reverencias, en este día tan especial que es su Vyasa Puja, me gustaría 
agradecerle por todo sus consejos y tiempo que usted se toma para contestar toda duda o problema. 
También me gustaría decirle Gurudeva que me siento muy orgulloso de tener un maestro espiritual 
como usted, no tengo palabras para agradecerle todo lo que hace por mí, y mi familia, no tengo 
palabras para describir. Mi vida no sería nada sin usted. Espero con ansias de verlo muy pronto 
Gurudeva en México.  
 
Me despido ofreciéndole reverencias al polvo de sus pies de loto. 
 
Atte. Su sirviente, 
 
Vrindavan Bihari dasa 
Cancun, México. 
 
 



Dear Śrīla Gurudeva, 
 
Please tolerate my prostrated obeisances next to your lotus feet. 
  
I am happy for being aware of at least something I want to offer to you on this occasion of your Vyāsa 
pūjā.  
  
Recently you gave me the second initiation, after which I became more aware of the meaning of the 
third line of Gurvaṣṭaka: 
  

dhyāyan stuvaṁs tasya yaśas tri-sandhyaṁ 
vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam 

  
I offer my respectful obeisances to the lotus feet of my Gurudeva, whose glories I 
should praise and meditate upon at three juncture-times of the day. 

  
I was happy for getting the clear and prescribed mantra by which I could remember you and meditate 
on you at these three prescribed times (at least, hopefully) a day. 
  
The guru-gāyatrī mantra describes you as Kṛṣṇānanda, which is Kṛṣṇa-ānanda, of which two meanings 
I prominently invoke: 
 - he who is filled with the bliss (ānanda) of (pure service to) Kṛṣṇa 
 - he who gives bliss to Kṛṣṇa 
  
1. Thus I may meditate on your blissful absorption in Kṛṣṇa consciousness through the service to Śrī 
Śrī Rādhā Gokulānanda, Śrī Govardhana, Śrīla Prabhupāda in his mission of broadcasting Kṛṣṇa 
consciousness in any and every way possible, in serving devotees by inspiring and encouraging them in 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness by your blissful appearance, and by your words and acts. It seems not hard to 
think of you as one being blissful in the pure service of Kṛṣṇa. Simply remembering the blissful you 
among devotees makes for it. 
  
2. To think of you as of he who gives bliss to Kṛṣṇa, this seems also to not be very difficult for we 
know one cannot be blissful himself without giving bliss to Kṛṣṇa, and we know any kind of devotional 
service, in all of which you are so absorbed, gives Him bliss. Yet there’s a detail which lastly has been 
particularly inspiring to my mind about you and your giving bliss to Kṛṣṇa.  
  
It lies in your own words by which you once expressed your mood towards devotees: 
  

Differences there’ll always be, as we are individual. What we seek for is the unity in 
diversity. … There’ll be radical differences in approach in distribution or expansion of 
Kṛṣṇa consciousness. There’ll be many kinds of approach, from extremely conservative 
to extremely liberal. The point is that devotees are trying their best according to their 
views. … In the spiritual world too everyone is different and there are even conflicts and 
collisions too. … 

  
The gist of this, for me, is that we may be very appreciative and happy of any endeavor one makes in 
serving Kṛṣṇa and giving Kṛṣṇa. (Appreciative doesn’t mean blind and mindless, but simply 
appreciative, deeply.) To love people for their being there and come closer to Kṛṣṇa. To support them,  
 



be kind to them even when we disagree, for they are individual as much as I am, and the effort they are 
making may be bigger than the one I think I’m making. 
  

 
Śrīla Prabhupāda had so much unconditional love for everyone that I thought: "Wow, 
that’s it!" 

  
If one at least tries to follow this, to have unconditional love for everyone, then how much more he will 
have for devotees! 
  

Arguments and differences will always be. But we’re family and stick together. 
  
I think it is a great bliss to Kṛṣṇa to see when the family of His servants stick together and when 
devotees, although having their individual views and intelligence, deeply appreciate one another and 
lovingly support one another, far more than the father who sees his children love and support one 
another. At least this is confirmedly a great bliss to Śrīla Prabhupāda, for he really feels our love, and 
thus bliss in “how we cooperate” among ourselves. That is what gives bliss to him. And I’m sure that 
Śrīla Prabhupāda’s bliss is non-different from Kṛṣṇa’s. 
  
And all this would (and should) also include ISKCON’s moods towards any sampradāya and any 
devotee. There must be wonderful and genuine ways to be sincerely appreciative and supportive of all 
kinds of sincere personalist devotees of the Lord while maintaining our society strong and pure. Rather, 
I think that only this will be the clear symptom of a really pure and strong movement and society. 
  
And I think this is what may keep Kali out of our movement, for this principle is directly opposed to 
Kali. Kali means litigation, and support only on the surface but envy and worst wishes internally. To 
him, Kali, the above principle is distasteful. Repugnant. I think that when we are so, ISKCON will be 
strong. 
  
I see you as one who gives Prabhupāda and Kṛṣṇa this bliss by endeavoring to live this principle and to 
encourage and educate others about this.  
  
Thank you for giving me such a great hint on a way or a mood in which I may remember you deeply 
three times a day (at least, hopefully). 
  
Your thankful servant, 
 
Yamuna Jivana dasa 
Split, Croatia 
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